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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
July/August issue:
8th June 2025

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.
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FROM THE EDITOR
Summer is here 
and with it the 
10th anniversary of 
WESTfest on 22nd 
June, so see page 
21 to sign up for the 
fun run, make your 

scarecrow and then get down to 
Cradhurst on the day for some fun, 
music and entertainment!

On 15th there are 12 different village 
gardens open to the public to raise 
funds for the new village hall, see page 
29 for information, or page 31 if you 
can help in some way on the day. If 
you miss this date then Logmore Place 
is open for the NGS Open Gardens’ 
charities on 29th (p43 for details).

There is also a jazz concert by JAZ2 in 
Broomfield Park on 29th raising money 
for the Brigitte Trust (p15), so lots of fun 
things to enjoy while raising money for 
good causes this month.

If you get organised there is a ‘design 
a Westcott postcard’ competition 
with the closing date of 8th June, see 
page 15 for all details, with the winners 
being given out at Westfest and all 
entries being shown at the Mole Valley 
Arts Alive festival later in the year.

Whatever you do this month, enjoy it!

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com
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“IT’S WORSE THAN YOU THINK”

In 2001 Tony Blair (remember him?) 
mentioned in a speech how a 
colleague had asked him if, now 
they were elected, they could 
finally drop this modernising of the 
Labour Party nonsense. He famously 
replied: “It’s worse than you think - I 
really do believe in it’.”
I occasionally have 
conversations around 
the village where 
people, having got 
to know me a bit 
and concluded that I 
am relatively normal 
(opinions may differ), 
seem surprised that 
I genuinely believe 
in God. Because I 
do! I can assure you 
that I am not a Vicar 
because I thought it sounded like 
a career with good prospects, 
but because I believe in God and 
discerned over time that this is what 
He was calling me to do.

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

We seem to be emerging from 
postmodernity – a hard to define 
period which brought much 
that is good into our cultural 
understanding of the world, but 
also eroded our trust that holding 
a coherent big-picture view of 
the world was positive – or even 
possible. There has been an 
academic and popular shift over 
the past five to ten years which 
has made the case, in various 
ways, that we need a coherent 
story to belong to. There seems to 
be a growing body of evidence 

that belonging to 
communities of 
faith is good for your 
wellbeing (1) , mental 
health(2) , and even 
your academic 
prospects(3) . None 
of this proves 
empirically that 
God is real – but 
it is part of a wider 
trend which is 
r e c o n s i d e r i n g 

the value of faith to our culture, 
identity and self-understanding(4). 
But I’m not a Christian just because 
I think it is good for me – that’s 
why I eat my kale. And I’m not a 
Christian just because I think it has 
defined our cultural identity and 
our understanding human rights – 
that’s why I read history. It’s worse 
than you think – I really do believe 
in it.

“THEY BELIEVED THAT 

JESUS DIED FOR THE 

BROKENNESS OF THE 

WORLD AND ROSE TO LIFE 

DEFEATING THE POWER OF 

EVIL AND DEATH.  

AND SO DO I.”
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8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common Worship 
and a range of music styles. This service is also livestreamed 
on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please 
scan this QR code, or visit the Online Services 
page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk and 
follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & 
reflection

JUNE SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here are very 
welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity. 
Contact vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk for more information.

DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM

1st
June

“We believe in Jesus Christ” Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion
with Sunday
Club

8th
June

“We believe in the Holy Spirit” Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

20-20-20 with 
Breakfast

15th
June

“We believe in the Church” Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion 
with Sunday 
Club

22nd
June

TBC Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion 
with Sunday 
Club

29th
June

TBC Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Morning 
Worship with 
Sunday Club
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Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 

Debt advice: Paul Stacey (paulstacey88@gmail.com)
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants: Mark Shakespeare (01306 888010), Ali Mabley 
(alimabley.htw@gmail.com)

For help, or more information, please contact 
Tim Armstrong, Vicar: vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Death:

 02/04/2025 Rosemary May Brown (80)
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Call: 01372 741 544 
email maggie.adenmosun@homeinstead.co.uk
www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom-mole-valley
Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2023.

If so, come and work for Home Instead Epsom and Mole Valley, 
a 5 star employer, rated as outstanding by the Care Quality Commision.

• £23.50 - £28.30 per visit
• Petrol allowance and paid travel time
• Minimum call time - 2 hours
• Excellent training provided

Dorking, Westcott, Westhumble, Capel

Benefits include: Pension scheme, health scheme, holiday pay, shop discounts

Would you like to

make a real difference
to people’s lives?
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
posters to raise awareness and to 
collect as many items as they could. 
Throughout March, we managed 
to collect over 231 items which is an 
outstanding achievement for only 
20 pupils in the class. We took all the 
collected items and delivered them to 
the food bank. It was great to be able 
to look around, chat to the volunteers 
and see how much a little help can 
make a big difference to support 
families locally. It has been such a 
pleasure watching their determination 
and kindness over the past month and 
I am so incredibly proud of them all. 
 

 
Throughout the whole half term 
Hedgehogs and Rabbits have been 
preparing for a very important battle. 
Will it be the Vikings (Rabbits) or the 
Romans (Hedgehogs) who win? Each 
class prepared a battle song as well 

Bees and Butterflies Year R-2 had a 
session from our catering company 
learning how to use cutlery correctly. 
They all tried really hard and by the 
end had mastered the skill. Well done 
and don’t forget to impress your 
parents at home when you eat your 
dinner!

Hedgehogs thought about how they 
could help a local charity. They set 
themselves the challenge to collect 
100 items in March for Dorking Food 
Bank. They worked so hard to make 
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
as accompanying battle shields or 
long ship. We then performed our 
songs to each other where we proved 
to the other class why we should be 
victorious. 

Rabbits have been busy making 
slingshot cars out of lolly sticks and 
sugar paper. Firstly, we made our car 
chassis and launch mechanism, then 
planned how we wanted the body to 
look so that it was as aerodynamic as 
possible. We finished off by racing our 
cars to see which one would travel the 
furthest. 

 

In Art Otters Year 5 have been looking 
at Retro-futuristic art as part of our I 

need space art topic. We have been 
exploring the purpose and impact 
of images from the ‘Space Race’ 
era—the 1950’s and 1960s. We have 
been experimenting with a range 
of media to create our own space 
themed visions of the future. The class 
especially enjoyed making printing 
plates for the background of their art 
work.

Here is our fantastic Surrey Hills team. 
They all did very well in the Rugby 
Tournament.

Mrs Fyson
Headteacher
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01483 562722
enquiries@margravellp.co.uk

www.margravellp.co.uk

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road
Guildford, Surrey GU1 2PT

MARGRAVE SOLICITORS LLP

•  Wills, Trusts and Probate

•  Lasting Powers of Attorneys

•  Court of Protection matters

•  Care Fee advice

•  Advising Attorneys / Deputies

•  Non-mortgage related 
residential conveyancing

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
SRA number 533213

...

About us Our services

Wills

Asset Protection

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Advice regarding Enduring Powers of Attorney

Court of Protection - Deputyships/Statutory Wills

Probate and Trusts

Funding for Care & Nursing

Carer's Rights

Conveyancing (where no mortgage involved)

Before we meet

When you meet with us you will be expected 
to provide identification, usually your passport
or driving licence, and a utility account dated
within the last three months. This is a legal 
requirement under the money laundering rules.

You will receive our Terms of Business so you 
know what to expect and how much we charge.  
More details may be found on our website. 

CALL 01483 562722 to make an appointment

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk

Jennifer Margrave
Solicitors LLP

enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Our professional memberships include:-

For many years Jennifer Margrave Solicitors 
LLP has provided legal advice to older people 
and their families, specialising in living with 
dementia, wills and trusts, provision of care 
and asset protection. Jennifer Margrave set 
up the practice in 1995 and following her 
retirement in 2018 Joanne Mason and Julie 
Orgill continue as the partners of the firm. 

A team of legal and support staff offer a vast 
wealth of knowledge relating to wills and 
inheritance tax planning, lasting powers of 
attorneys, probate and trusts, asset protection 
and advice on funding for nursing care.
  
We have a conveyancer who can offer 
assistance with buying or selling property 
where there is no mortgage involved.
  
Court of Protection matters are also 
undertaken which may include applications 
for deputyships when no power of attorney is 
in place or statutory will applications. We also 
manage the affairs of clients who may have 
nobody else to act for them.  

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Jennifer Margrave Solicitors - Outside page - R1.pdf   1   12/03/2019   10:42:02

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

	 Office:	01306 743001
	 Ivor:	07710 117491
	 Chris:	07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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in the garden
JAZZ

 MusicLive
performed byJaz2

Sunday 29th June • 1pm till 4pm
The Heights, 10a Broomfi eld Park 
Westcott • RH4 3QQ

with a donation for

Design a Village Postcard

Calling amateur photographers, artists and graphic 
designers of all ages! Westcott Village Hub is running a  

competition to design a postcard to promote Westcott with the  
theme of Village Life. The three winning designs will be used  

on postcards for distribution at the 10th Anniversary Westfest  
on June 22nd and at other events. The cards can be designed in any 

medium – a scenic photograph, painting or watercolour,  
graphic artwork or a cartoon (not too saucy please!). They should  
be in standard postcard size 148mm x 105mm (A6) and include  
the name Westcott. Entries preferably should be submitted by  

email as pdfs to westcottvillagehub@gmail.com.  
Alternatively, hard copies may be put in the competition box  

at Westcott Village Hub.The closing date for entries is  
Sunday 8th June. All entries will be showcased at Westcott  

Village Hub during Mole Valley’s Arts Alive festival in October.
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Seasonal News 
in Your inbox

‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

SIGN UP ONLINE
KINGFISHERFARMSHOP.COM/NEWS

seasonalPost
rece ive  our

seasonal Post

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

For professional garden design advice from project  
inception to completion, including planting schemes  

that support wildlife habitats and edible gardens.

With experience of creating many elegant and  
imaginative gardens in Westcott and the Surrey Hills.  

Please get in touch and I will be happy to discuss your needs.

Helen Thomas Garden Design
m. 07771962221

www.helenthomasdesign.co.uk
helen@helenthomasdesign.co.uk

Vitola Technology

• Backup / Recovery
• Cloud / Networking
• IT Equipment
• Data Storage

• Office 365
• Remote Working
• Data protection
• Security

Contact Richard today for a free, no  
obligation chat about your IT needs.

Helping local businesses  
and individuals make  
sense of technology…  

without  
the hassle 

www.vitola-tech.co.uk  
      01306 298928         richard@vitola-tech.co.ukT E
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	           Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both live and Zoom talks on a 
fascinating range of topics. These are free to members, but non-members are 
welcome. Upcoming dates include:

• The Changing Face of Local Media: David Rose worked in Surrey local 
journalism for decades, starting not long after hot-metal printing had been 
replaced by computers, but he has many stories of the days of inky hands and 
hard drinking, right through to today’s mainly online world. His talk includes 
vintage photos that show some of the many characters he knew. Monday 
2nd June at Crossways Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, Dorking 
RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the door for non-members. 

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://dlhg.org.uk

 

 

  Holy Trinity Church, Westcott  

Tuesday 22nd July 2025, 7.30 p.m.  
 The King’s Men Cambridge are returning to 

Westcott for another concert, with a programme of church music, spirituals, 
folk and modern songs.  
Tickets £18 margaretj.stephen@gmail.com 07590 652490 
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Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1
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Rare Swallowtails and other Summer 
Butterflies

If you visit East Anglia in early June, you 
might be treated to a rare sighting of the 
UK’s largest butterfly. Swallowtails in the 
UK are restricted to the Norfolk Broads 
(with occasional migrants sometimes 
turning up further south) where these 
wet fenlands specialists lay their eggs 
on Milk Parsley. They overwinter in 
a chrysalis which can withstand the 
low temperatures. However, these 
chrysalises cannot survive prolonged 
periods of flooding throughout winter, 
and so populations may be impacted 

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB
as the climate changes and extreme 
weather events increase. The butterflies 
take flight for only a fleeting time, 
generally three to four weeks, with 
peak sightings occurring in late May 
through to June. If you’d like a chance 
to see one of the UK’s rarest butterflies, 
then RSPB Strumpshaw Fen, one of the 
few remaining breeding sites, is open 
for visitors. 
 
If you can’t make it to Norfolk, then fear 
not! Keep your eyes out in your garden 
or local green space for some summer 
specialities like Painted Lady, Holly Blue, 
Small Copper and Marbled White.

  				      
See more on our activities and 
photos or if you’re interested in 
joining see Facebook: RSPB Dorking 
and District
Instagram: @rspb_dorking 
Website: https://group.rspb.org.uk/
dorkinganddistrict/

Jonathan Groves
 Image courtesy RSPB images

Brockham Choral
Brockham Choral’s concert What a Wonderful World is on the 7th June, 7pm, 
at St. Paul’s Church, Dorking, RH4 2HT. Bring friends, food, and drink. Tables 
and chairs provided. Relax and enjoy, including a piece commissioned by Ian 
Assersohn and Tony Earnshaw to commemorate the life of Fred Harrison. 
Our Musical Director David Swinson with Marion Lea leads and accompanies 
the choir with a selection from musicals and opera. ADVANCE tickets only, Adults 
£15.00, Children, Students under 18 in full time education £10.00
Tickets : https://ticketsource.co.uk/brockham-choral 
More information www.brockhamchoral.org
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info@anthonywakefield.com

www.anthonywakefield.com

• Buildings and Contents

• Valuables, Antiques, Art

• Private Health

• Worldwide Travel

• Unoccupied Properties

Fuss Free Insurance For 
Busy Households

01306 740 555

Call us to chat about your 
requirements:

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545.  
Company number: 01756254. Our registered office is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
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Westcott 
Village

Take what you need, 
give what you can.

Opening Hours
Tuesday 2.15-2.45pm, 
St Johns Chapel. 
Arrive early!  Meet 
your neighbours and 
have a good chat!

.
. Westcott Village Hub, 

We 12-4, Th 10-4, 
Fr-10-7, Sa-10-2. 
 
www.mscfridges.org/

Community 
Fridge
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Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  

info@astartaxi.co.uk

A-Star Taxis
01306 882299

ALL OCCASIONS
ANY LOCATION

AIRPORTS  HOTELS  PUBS  RESIDENTIAL 
CLUBS  7 SEATER  6 SEATER  ESTATE

SALOON  PRESTIGE  WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

IRONING SERVICE
No time for ironing?
Let us help with our 
friendly ironing services
•Collection & delivery
•Quick turnaround
•Every care taken

www.professionalironingservice.com

Tel Jane on 01306 737176
or 07976 050 808
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Archbishop George Abbot of Guildford  
(1562 – 1633) 

George Abbot 
was born in 
Guildford in 
Surrey on 29th 
October 1562. 
His parents were 
cloth workers 
and he had 
three brothers. 

He attended The Royal Grammar 
School in Guildford and in 1578 went 
to Balliol College, Oxford to join his 
brother, Robert - they stayed there for 
10 years, both becoming ordained. 
He must have been an outstanding 
scholar as he became Master of 
the University College in 1597 aged 
35. He was appointed Dean of 
Winchester Cathedral in 1600 and he 
was appointed three times as Vice 
Chancellor of Oxford University. He 
played a major part in translating and 
preparing the authorised version of 
the New Testament from the original 
Aramaic and Greek. It was published 
in 1611 and known as the King James 
Bible. He was also elected as the 
Chancellor of Dublin University from 
1612 to 1633. His brother Robert 
became the Bishop of Salisbury and 
his brother Maurice became the Lord 
Mayor of London.

In 1608 he went to Scotland with  
George Home, 1st Earl of Dunbar, 
to arrange a union between the 

      WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
churches of England and Scotland.  
This so pleased King James that 
George Abbot was made Bishop of 
Lichfield and Coventry and was later 
translated to be the Bishop of London. 
The King made Abbot the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 1611 and Guildford 
celebrated the 400th anniversary 
of the St James Bible in 2011. He was 
described as being a sincere but rather 
narrow minded Calvinist.

Two attempts were made to 
assassinate Abbot. The first was in 
1614 when a man rushed into his 
study waving a knife while Abbot was 
writing. Abbot stopped him and the 
man was put in the stocks and then 
imprisoned. Four years later there was 
another attempt to assassinate Abbot 
but the attacker was apprehended 
and put in the Tower of London. In due 
course he was released and banished. 
In July 1621 Archbishop George 
Abbot, while hunting on horseback in 
Bramshill in Hampshire shot a bolt from 
his crossbow, aimed at a deer, that 
accidentally happened to strike one of 
the keepers who died within an hour.   
Abbot was very distressed and fell into 
a state of melancholia. The King set 
up a commission of ten to review the 
incident, which was equally divided 
but the King voted in Abbot’s favour 
and signed a formal pardon. After 
this incident Abbot rarely appeared 
at Court though he did perform the 
coronation service of Charles I in 1625.  
He lived in retirement in his last years. 



26

Nower House Residential Care Home
Coldharbour Lane | Dorking 

 
Dorking’s local Charity, 

improving the lives 
of older people by 

putting care before profit. 

Discuss your individual care needs
Call 01252 979111

or email marketing@awvs.org.uk

“The support and community spirit 
within the home has given my mum a new 

lease of life which is lovely
to see -

 thank you to all your wonderful team”
Annie - Daughter of 

Nower House resident

Rated 9.9 out of 10

www.awvs.org.ukwww.awvs.org.uk



27

          WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
As Archbishop and defender of the 
Catholic nature of the priesthood, 
he was harsh in his treatment of 
Roman Catholics and often showed 
courageous resistance to the royal 
‘will’. At the Archbishop’s Palace in 
Croydon he forbade the reading of 
the Declaration of Sports which listed 
the permitted Sunday recreations. 
He was a promoter of the match 
between the King’s daughter, Princess 
Elizabeth and Frederich 5th, Elector of 
Palatine and he was a firm opponent 
of the projected marriage of the Prince 
of Wales (to be Charles I) and the 
Spanish Infanta, Maria Anna. This policy 
brought Archbishop Abbot the hatred 
of William Laud, with whom he had 
been in collision at Oxford and also at 
the King’s Court.   

Abbot was a conscientious prelate 
though narrow in view and harsh 
towards Catholics. He had endowed 
Abbot’s Hospital with land valued at 
£300 per year. Guildford remembers 
Archbishop Abbot with his hospital, a 
statue on the High Street and the school 
of 2000 pupils in Burpham. His tomb is in 
Holy Trinity Church, Guildford where his 
death is inscribed as 4th August 1633.

William Laud was a Bishop in the Church 
of England appointed by Charles I in 
1633 (following Abbot) and was a keen 
advocate of Charles’ religious reforms. 
However in 1640 he was arrested by 
Parliament, accused of treason  and 
executed under a Bill of Attainder 

(conviction for high treason) on Tower 
Hill on 10th January 1645 towards the 
end of the first English Civil War. Laud 
believed in rule by Bishops, emphasizing 
liturgical ceremony and clerical 
hierarchy enforcing uniformity in the 
Church of England, nowadays known 
as ‘high church’. He was accused of 
‘arminiarism’ favouring doctrines of 
the historic church and defending the 
continuity of the English Church with 
the primitive medieval and opposing 
Calvinism. He was regarded by Puritan 
clerics as a dangerous and formidable 
opponent. His use of the Star Chamber 
to persecute opponents made him 
very unpopular.  

Laud was 60 years old when he 
became Archbishop of Canterbury, 
having waited a decade to replace 
George Abbot. The Emeritus Professor 
at Cambridge, Patrick Collinson, an 
expert on Elizabethan Puritans, in 1980 
published this rebuke of Laud: the 
greatest calamity ever visited on the 
English Church – give great praise to 
the Lord and little Laud to the devil.     
Laud was known to be touchy about 
his diminutive stature.

As always the WLHG Committee 
encourages readers to propose 
talks and articles of interest. Email: 
westcottlocalhistory@gmail.com and 
for local information see our website – 
www.westcottlocalhistory.org

WLHG Scribe
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BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 

 

                                   Abinger Medieval Fair

Another fun-filled Abinger Medieval Fair is coming 
on Saturday June 14th from 2pm on Abinger 
Common, RH5 6HZ. This quintessentially English 
village fair is where villagers and visitors dress up 
in Medieval costume. Together they raise funds 
for local amenities and charities and provide a wonderful afternoon out 
for all the family. This year there is a new act for the main arena, Come 
Bye, with a sheepdog display herding ducks, yes, ducks. It should be great 
entertainment whether it goes to plan or whether it proves the old saying 
that you should never work with children or animals! 
There will also be delicious food and drink available with a new crepe stall. 
As usual, there will be a chance to win great prizes on the tombola or raffle 
and you can visit a variety of stalls selling everything from jewellery to 
plants, cakes and books. There will be Punch and Judy shows for the kids, 
Splat the Rat and much, more. Plus a program of music in the church. It is 
always a memorable day out for all the family that raises funds for local 
causes. We look forward to seeing you there! For more information see 
Abingerfair.com
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Our approachable and committed solicitors will 
discuss and assess your needs and find the 

right solution for you.
Oak Green House, 250-256 High Street, 

Dorking, Surrey RH4 1QT
01306 877592

enquiries@surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk
www.surreyhillssolicitors.co.uk

Surrey Hills Solicitors offer 
a wealth of legal experience 
in key areas and sectors 
including:
• buying, selling, leasing property
• resolving a dispute
• problems with employment
• forming a charity or a business
• divorce and relationship issues

07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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          WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL UPDATE Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20

Open Garden Event – June Sunday 15th June 

There will be 12 private beautiful gardens opening to the public on 15th June 
from 11:00am till 4:00pm. In addition, tea/coffee and homemade cakes will be 
served on The Heath and demonstrations on flower bouquets will be given by a 
local expert with the opportunity to buy the finished bouquets. However, we do 
however need some help - please!

* Homemade cakes – please drop them off on the Heath the day before or on   
  the day. Alternatively email info@westcottvillagehall.com and someone can  
  pick them up. Please mark your name on the tin.

* Help to run the café either serving, clearing tables or washing up.

* Help to organise the car parking on the Heath and at the Village Hall.

Finally please come along and take part and enjoy the day! 

Please email info@westcottvillagehall.com to volunteer so our team can get 
back in touch. Tickets are available on the Heath and at The Hub on the day.

All proceeds from the day will go towards our community buildings 
recognising the important role they play in our village life. Westcott Village  
Hall redevelopment fund will receive 75% and the Chapel/Hub will receive  
25% towards maintenance and upkeep.

Many thanks 

The Trustees of Westcott Village Hall Trust 
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        QRMW
As I write this we are enjoying the 
hottest day of the year so far! We 
had a great time when our Easter Egg 
Hunt and family fun day took place 
in April. So many children enjoyed 
not just the hunt but egg and spoon 
races and the games and the Mums’ 
and Dads’ egg and spoon race was 
great entertainment too! We were so 
pleased to see so many local residents 
from the villages surrounding our 
Woodland. The woodland is looking 
really beautiful with the woodland 
anemones and bluebells plus 
woodland violets. It’s also great to see 
the leaves on the trees and the ferns 
unfurling. The birds are now busy in their 
nest with young hatchlings and before 
we know it they will be fledglings and 
flying the nests. It really is a wonderful 
time of year for nature, I love it. 

It won’t be long before we will be 
holding our annual Celebration 
of the Opening of the Woodland 
(11th Anniversary this year) and 
Commemoration Service at which 
local Reverence Virginia Smith and 
friend of the Woodland Deacon  
James Snyder will be taking the  
prayers. It will be a special occasion 
for me as a fellow boxer in the 
Queen’s Regt (and a very good and 
respected one he was too) sadly 
passed away at the end of last year 
and his son who lives close by, fellow 
veterans and some of his family who 
are coming over from Germany will be 
honouring him and laying him to rest 

at the Woodland on 8th June. There 
will also be three other veterans who 
will be honoured the same day. 

As we always say the Memorial 
Woodland is not a sad place, it is 
a place of celebration of life, for 
reflection and remembrance. To 
ensure it is a celebration of life we 
are going to have the Redhill Corp of 
Drums and Band playing not just the 
Last Post during the Commemoration 
Service but some cheerful tunes as 
people arrive at the woodland at 
12.30. We also have my niece, a 
professional classical singer, and a 
friend who is a popular singer with an 
amazing voice which will be great in 
the woodland. 

Stalls with home made cakes and 
pastries, a bottle tombola and a 
Grand Raffle are all going to be there 
to help us raise a few pounds for the 
charity which enables us to fulfil our 
charity purpose. There will also be 
a bar and a BBQ on the go with a 
professional cook, so please come 
and join us for this special occasion.    
Do bring some cash as cards do not 
work in the woodland!

I look forward to seeing you all. 

Paul Cooling, Chairman
The Quick Response Memorial Woodland

Registered Charity No 1174651
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THE QUICK  RESPONSE MEMORIAL WOODLAND  
Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary RH5 6LG 

(Registered Charity No: 1174651) 
 

SUNDAY 8th JUNE at 12.30 
 

11 Years since the Opening of the Memorial Woodland 
With a Commemoration Service for: 

 
SGT JIMMY EYRE LEEFMANS - EX-1st Bn, Queen’s Regt 
PTE TONY MICHAEL LOVELL - EX-3rd Bn, Queen’s Regt 

MRS ANNE ROWNEY (CAPTAIN) - EX-5th Bn, Ulster Defence Regt 
 
 
Guests of Honour: Lt.Col.Michael Rowney MBE and Blue Cooper BEM 

          

  

                                          AALLLL  PPRROOCCEEEEDDSS  GGOO  TTOO    TTHHEE  MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  FFUUNNDD  PPLLEEAASSEE  
BBRRIINNGG  CCAASSHH    AASS  CCAARRDDSS  DDOO  NNOOTT  WWOORRKK  IINN  TTHHEE  WWOOOODDLLAANNDD  

Email : qrmwcharity@gmail.com          Tel:  07444094700 
Facebook: QRMW Registered Charity 1174651      Web : www.qrmw.org 

 
Display of Military Vehicles 

Classical singer Alexis Cooling-Hunt 
Popular Singer with an amazing voice—Harry Nicol 

 
  

BAR, BBQ, SWEETS AND PASTRIES 
GRAND RAFFLE, BOTTLE TOMBOLA 
MERCHANDISE, CRAFTS AND MORE 

 
 

Plenty of parking 300yds from the woodland at Leith Hill School  
with shuttle service too and from the Woodland 
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Bathroom renovations 
and all plumbing services

07977 220465/01306 887282
dvanaplumbing@gmail.com

DORI VANA
PLUMBING

Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of Porter & Company (IFA) Ltd is an Appointed Representative of 
Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the Best Practice IFA Group which is authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct AuthorityFinancial Conduct Authority

Independent Financial Adviser

Dorking
t: 01306 644 695

e: simon.porter@porterifa.co.uk   w: porterifa.co.uk
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              ABINGER NURSERY

What could be better than watching 
a beautiful butterfly? Well one landing 
on your finger for a start! And one that 
you carefully and patiently looked 
after from caterpillar to chrysalis before 
the wonderful transformation into the 
delicate winged creature before you.

Our bug theme continued as we 
learnt about the life cycle of a frog – 
not to be deterred by a lack of real 
frogspawn we made our own! A simple 
recipe of chia seeds and water chilled 
in the fridge gave us the opportunity 
to have a squidge and a squeeze 
with our hands. What a scrumptiously 
slimy texture! We also had a visit from 
a real frog thanks to Henny! Now some 
people like to munch on real insects 
but not us! We created edible bugs 

from fruit and vegetables.  Imagine our 
parents’ surprise when they opened 
our cooking boxes! To celebrate St 
George’s day we made the best 
scotch eggs in Surrey. It was tricky but 
fun to peel the boiled eggs and to get 
fully involved in more squishing with the 
sausage meat and breadcrumbs. 

We love to take time to tell each other 
about the exciting things we do at home 
and have the opportunity most days 
to show and tell. Our very clever and 
musically talented teachers decided 
we needed a show and tell song so 
they composed one just like that! They 
also brought us a much bigger basket 
as we have been bringing in some 
huge objects to talk about!

Do you remember the hottest week 
ever? It was rather too hot for a walk 
to the woods, so we stayed at nursery 
and had a wetter than wet water fight 
in the garden! The hose pipe came in 
handy to keep us cool and we were all 
armed with a squirty bottle and water 
balls! 

We are really pleased to announce 
that our after school club has been 
extended to 5pm Monday to Thursday.  
If you have a child looking to start 
nursery please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch. Please call 07842 978823 
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com. We can’t wait to show you 
around!

Kate Fairbrass
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COOK Dorking · 5 St. Martin’s Walk · RH4 1UT · www.cookfood.net

30%
OFF
FOR EVENTSCOMMUNITY

KITCHEN
We love helping bring people together over good food. 
If you’re organising a local event, we can lend a hand with 
30% off our meals and puddings. Find out more at  
cookfood.net/community-kitchen

for your freezer
Remarkable food

A5_Dorking_Parish Mag AD.indd   1A5_Dorking_Parish Mag AD.indd   1 13/05/2025   16:5713/05/2025   16:57
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE FORUM
Westcott Neighbourhood Development 
Plan – a Community Survey question 
relating to Westcott becoming a Parish 
Council:
In July, a Community Survey will 
be circulated asking all residents 
their views on a number of matters 
as a base for the Village Forum to 
prepare an updated Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. Included in that 
survey will be a question about whether 
residents want to explore becoming a 
Parish Council given County Council 
restructuring. Many communities where 
unitary authorities are being proposed 
are asking the same question and in 
order to start the process at least 250 
adult residents need to agree they 
want a Parish Council.

You might already be aware that 
in response to Central Government 
prompts, Surrey County Council is 
looking to change the way the county 
is governed. The proposals, submitted 
on 9th May, seek to create two Unitary 
Authorities to replace both Surrey 
County Council and the eleven District 
and Borough Councils operating in 
Surrey - including Mole Valley District 
Council. It seems likely that all public 
services for Westcott Residents will 
be managed by one of the two new 
Unitary Authorities, probably a new 
East Surrey Council.

Westcott has had a Village Association 
for 45 years which has tried to represent 
the village when important matters 

affecting residents arise. However, 
a Village Association is only ever 
advisory and does not have the 
formal administrative, enforcement 
or legal powers that a Parish Council 
enjoys. Removing Mole Valley District 
Council could seriously impact what 
and how services are provided in the 
village. Becoming a Parish Council 
has been discussed in Westcott in the 
past, but with a much flatter, revised 
local government structure it could 
become the best way to ensure 
proper consultation and involvement 
in local public service provision. Most 
Parish Councils would argue that they 
can be more effective than a Village 
Association because:

1. Parish Councils have elected officials 
who have statutory powers and are 
accountable to the whole community. 
2. Parish Councils have legal and 
financial status which allows them to 
set budgets, enter into contracts and 
organise things at a local level to best 
suit their local community.
3. Parish Councils can set a precept on 
the rates - usually in the region of £20-30 
per annum per household - to operate 
services locally, and receive delegated 
finances from what will be the 
Unitary Authority, to cover the cost of 
maintaining village assets. For Westcott 
for instance, these assets could include 
Cradhurst recreation ground, the 
village green, village footpaths and the 
dovecote bus shelter.
4. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 4th June 

The Village Hall 
10.30am - 12.00 midday 

 
Tea or Cafetiere Coffee and Biscuit £1.50 

Jigsaws and Books £1.00 each 
Also Sandra’s delicious cakes 

 
Do come and join us 

monies raised from developers within 
a Parish Council boundary is given 
directly to that Parish Council to fund 
local community projects. Village 
Associations have no such rights, so 
monies raised from developers go 
into a pot which is distributed by an 
outside Committee of Councillors who 
decide what to spend it on. Of around 
£160,000 CIL recently awarded in 
Mole Valley none of that money was 
spent on Westcott even though the 
Crown development had generated a 

significant proportion of the total fund.

Local Government reorganisation 
will take some time to achieve but 
so would a process to assess whether 
Westcott should consider setting up a 
Parish Council. As noted above, your 
answers in the July survey will determine 
whether this process should be started 
now.

Tim Way
Chairman, Westcott Village Forum

WESTCOTT VILLAGE FORUM
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The Perfect Venue for any event 

 
Amenities and the venue:  

• 1 x large hall (100 people) 
• 1 x meeting room (8 people) 
• Drop down projector screen 
• Wi-Fi 
• Gas heating 

 

• Fully equipped kitchen with all 
amenities + tableware for 85 people 

• 17 large trestle tables + smaller 
tables and chairs for 100 people 

• Large car park onsite 
•     Full alcohol licence 

 
Hire rates  

These depend on when you hire, and discounts are given to regular users. Rates start at £8  
per hour (minimum 4 hours’ booking), please contact our Booking Secretary Deborah on 
info@westcottvillagehall.com to discuss. 

 
The current village hall is likely to be redeveloped within the next 1-2 years, replacing it with a 
modern, flexible, sustainable community facility. We will give our users at least 6 months’ notice of 
the anticipated closure date so that everyone will have enough time to secure a replacement venue 
during the building period. 
 

 

 
 

   Village Hall 

 

 

The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 
heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills. It is a flexible 

space with diverse amenities available for hosting classes, parties, 
meetings and functions. 
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        WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 
Westcott Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (WNDP) 
A n o t h e r 
p r o d u c t i v e 
W e s t c o t t 
Village Forum 
meeting was held at the end of May. 
The Village Forum is made up of over 
100 people who have stepped forward 
from right across the village to oversee 
the updating of this Plan. The various 
working groups have been busy and 
the next key activity is undertaking a 
Community Survey which will be sent to 
every household in the Neighbourhood 
Area (Westcott and some areas 
beyond) at the end of June. This survey 
has been designed to capture your 
views on a variety of topics, to find out 
what is important to you and what you 
would like to see improved and to ask 
you for your thoughts for the future of 
our local area.  

The outcomes of the survey will be 
used by the Westcott Village Forum 
and its working groups to shape the 
policies within an updated Westcott 
Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
Survey replies are needed from as 
many residents as possible, please 
complete the survey online if possible 
or paper copies can be provided on 
request.  Details of how to access the 
survey are included on the flyer which 
has been delivered with this magazine 
and can also be found on the Westcott 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 
pages of the Westcott Village website    

Once updated, the draft WNDP 
is checked and verified by an 
Independent Inspector, then the 
Local Authority will organise a public 
referendum (vote) so that everyone 
who lives within the Neighbourhood 
Area can decide whether they 
support it or not. The target is to 
hold this referendum in May 2026 to 
coincide with Polling Stations being 
open for local government elections.  
Once agreed, the WNDP forms part 
of the statutory development plan 
for the area and sitting alongside 
the Mole Valley District Council  
Local Plan, it is referred to when 
considering the outcome of 
any planning application in the 
Neighbourhood Area. With the 
likely changes in local government 
structures, it is important that we 
take the opportunity to update the  
Westcott Neighbourhood Development 
Plan now. Members of the Village 
Forum team will be at WESTfest so 
please drop by their stand and find out 
more.   

WESTfest 2025 is coming up fast and 
we’re looking forward to celebrating 
the 10th Birthday of this great 
community event with you all on  
Sunday 22nd June at Cradhurst 
Recreation Ground. The WVA is 
delighted to be sponsoring the medals 
for the Fun Run. We will also be present 
with our ever popular Bottle Tombola 
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10
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for which we need your donations to 
ensure this is a great success. Please 
dig deep in your cupboards to find 
suitable bottles and drop them to 
Nick Lund at 4 The Paddock, Jo Astor 
at 5 Heath Rise or send an email to 
contact@westcottvillage.com and we 
will arrange to pop around and collect 
them.  

Diary Date: Westcott Village Association 
AGM on Thursday 
26th  June 2025, 
7.30pm at Holy Trinity 
Please come along 

to the AGM to hear an update on 
village life and to share your thoughts. 
The meeting includes electing the 
Trustees of the WVA who will serve the 
community in the next year. 

Dorking Masterplan  
MVDC signed off the Dorking 
Masterplan last month.  A copy of the 

final Masterplan can be read on the 
MVDC website using the link FINAL 
Dorking Masterplan (19 March 2025). The 
Masterplan includes enhancements to 
the town centre, public spaces, public 
transport infrastructure and protecting 
the heritage character of the town. 
While the proposal to pedestrianise 
West Street has been dropped, an 
HGV restriction will be introduced 
which diverts through-traffic HGV’s 
along Chalkpit Road and Ashcombe 
Road instead. There is some opposition  
to this HGV diversion with a local 
petition being organised by concerned 
residents along the route.  If you wish to 
read and support the petition please 
use this link https://chng.it/HvfzPJgN77

We look forward to seeing you at 
WESTfest and also the AGM.

Westcott Village Association Committee 
Jo Astor, Paul Goddard, James Leaver, 
Nick Lund, Magesh Ramakrishnan 
               contact@westcottvillage.com

    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 

             NGS Open Gardens

  Private garden open Sunday 29th June from 12-4pm in aid of the NGS 
charities. Delicious cakes and tea/coffee available. Dogs welcome. Children  

up to 14 free.  £7.50 entry Logmore 
Place, Logmore Lane, Westcott 

Contact Jane on 07770 781317 for 
private groups
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848
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London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
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Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Reputation Protection

Fraud & Private Crime

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co
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          DORKING MUSEUM
A Place of Safety:  

The people of Dorking and the 
surrounding villages have given 
generous support to those in need on 
many occasions. But there have been 
clashes of culture between residents 
and incomers, and sometimes 
demands on scarce resources have 
given rise to conflict. The Museum’s 
summer exhibition, A Place of Safety, 
tells the stories of the various groups 

of refugees 
who have 
found refuge 
in the town 
and their 
experiences. 

It starts with the eminent group of 
émigrés fleeing the French Revolution 
in 1792 and taking up residence in 
Juniper Hall on the slopes of Box Hill. In 
the 20th century, they were followed by 
those fleeing the Kaiser’s army in 1914, 
Nazi oppression in 
the late 1930s, and 
the Blitz in 1940. 
The work of the 
Dorking Refugee 
Committee, in 
which Ralph 
Vaughan Williams 
was a leading 

voice, is featured. The story continues in 
the present century with refugees from 
war and persecution in the Middle East.
The treasures on show include the 
Dorking Nursery Scrapbook from the 
1940s, showing the experiences of 
those bombed out of their homes, and 
four beautifully detailed dolls, made by 
Mickleham and Westhumble WI in the 
1970s and representing the high-profile 
French émigrés of the 18th century.

Family Activities at Dorking Library: In 
conjunction with Dorking Library, on 
Saturday 21st June, 10am to noon, 
for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Month, 
there will be an opportunity for families 
to come to the Library, sort photos of old 
transport and make a card where the 
gypsy caravan moves along the road. 
A free event, with materials provided, 
aimed at 4–11-year-olds, children must 
be accompanied. 

Walking in Dorking:  Take advantage 
of the summer weather and explore 
the area’s magnificent heritage with 
the Museum’s popular programme of 
guided walks. On the edge of town, 
a Betchworth Castle tour includes 
exclusive access to the Castle 
enclosure, the romantic ruin of the only 
remaining fortified medieval manor 
house in Surrey: Sunday 8th June, 2pm, 
from the entrance to Betchworth Park 
Golf Club. Nearby, take a guided walk 
and take in the magnificent views on 
the Deepdene Trail, including exclusive 
access to the grade 2* Hope family 
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com

Offi ce: 01306 252100  |  Mobile: 07502 264108
Email: mjsyred@yahoo.co.uk

 www.ambientelectricalservices.co.uk

- New electrical installations 
- Lighting design / installations
- Full and partial reviews
- Consumer units upgrades
- Security / Garden lighting
- Smoke alarm installations
- Additions and alterations
- Electrical installation condition reports

       	 JAZ2 Dates at Polesden Lacey
        	 Sunday June 22nd 	     2pm – 4pm 	
        	 Sunday July 6th 	     2pm – 4pm 	
        	 Sunday July 27th  	     2pm – 4pm 
        	 Sunday August 17th 	     2pm – 4pm 
        	 Monday August 25th 	     2pm – 4pm	
        	 Sunday September 7th	     2pm – 4pm 	  
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          DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
mausoleum: Sunday 22nd June, 2pm, 
from the Dorking Golf Club clubhouse.

In the town 
centre, see 
Dorking as 
you have 
never seen 
it before 
with Hidden 

Historic Dorking, where some features 
will be hidden round corners or above 
you, others will be hidden ‘in plain 
sight’: Sunday 8th June, 2pm. Our 
ever-popular Dorking Historic Pub Walk 
reveals stories of hostelries, pubs and 
inns both past and present (and of their 
landlords and customers): Saturday 
14th June, 6pm. The Blue Plaques and 
Statues walk tells of some of the famous 
people who lived or were active in 
Dorking, revealing a diverse range of 
interests and activities: Sunday 22nd 
June, 2pm, from the Cubitt statue 
opposite Dorking Halls.  

All walks last around an hour and a half 
and should be booked in advance: 
details and booking at dorkingmuseum.
org.uk/guided-walks-around-dorking/.  
Walks may also be arranged for private 
groups on these or other itineraries: see 
website for details, enquiries and group 
booking.  

South Street Caves tours:  One of 
Dorking’s most popular attractions, 
the 17th century South Street Caves lie 
beneath Dorking’s busy streets. A series of 

staircases, 
gal ler ies, 
w i n e 
vaults and 
chambers 
l e a d 
d o w n 
to the 
‘Mystery Chamber’, 50 feet below 
street level. Guided tours take place 
on the last Saturday of each month 
of the season.  Open Day, 28th June, 
tours at 10am, 11am, 1pm and 2pm, 
lasting about 45 minutes.  For details 
and open day bookings (which sell 
out fast!) see dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
south-street-caves/.  Private group 
bookings may also be made, e-mail 
caves@dorkingmuseum.org.uk to 
arrange a date. 

Get involved: The Museum depends 
on its enthusiastic team of volunteers 
to maintain this valuable community 
resource.  Maybe you could spare a 
few hours a month, with opportunities 
in a range of key roles with flexible 
working in the Museum, in the 
community or from home, including 
digital communications and HR.  
See dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/
volunteer-opportunities for further 
details.  

Dorking Museum, 62 West Street, 
Dorking RH4 1BS. Open Thursdays 1pm-
4pm, Fridays and Saturdays 10am-4pm, 
free entry.   www.dorkingmuseum.org.
uk.  01306 876591.
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

 

Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 

ARTS 
WEEK 
9–15 JUNE 

2025

ST JAMES’ 
CHURCH 
SHERE

A week celebrating 
the interaction  
of words, art,  
music and faith

Come and join us for an exciting programme of daily  
events: visit www.parishofshere.com and click on  
the blue Arts Week banner on the home page for details. 
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            MUSIC IN DORKING
May 31st at 7.30, Guitar Recital at Dorking Halls, £18, 01306 881717
7th at 4.00, Ladybirds Choir at United Reformed Church Hall, £8, 01372 878321
21st at 7.30, Dorking Philharmonia at St Martin’s church
21st   Mickleham Choral Society at Mickleham village hall
21st   Buckland & Betchworth choral society at St Michael’s church, Betchworth
21st at 7.30, Epsom Choral Society at St Andrew’s church, Cheam, £20, 01372 274418
28th at 7.30, Holmbury St Mary Choral at St James’ church, Abinger Common, £15

First of all, here is late notice of a concert right at the end of May. Classical 
guitarist Mark Jennings will play a programme of classical and Spanish guitar 
music, including pieces by Rodrigo, Albeniz, Bach and others. Mark is a brilliant 
virtuoso of the guitar and this concert should have wide appeal.

The Ladybirds choir, directed by Helena Twentyman, has a summer concert 
entitled Songs of the Sea. The varied programme includes sea shanties, folk 
songs, popular numbers and music from the shows. The choir is raising funds 
for Dorking Beatitudes, a charity that sells good quality second-hand goods to 
support those on a low income or facing financial difficulties. There will be tea 
and cake after the concert!

The Dorking Philharmonia has a concert beginning with Cimarosa’s overture to 
his opera The Secret Marriage, followed by Mozart’s oboe concerto in which the 
soloist will be Julia Philpott.  In the second half the orchestra will play Beethoven’s 
seventh symphony, a magnificent work on a large scale.

This is the time when the various Leith Hill choirs, after taking part in a very 
successful Festival in April, relax and present their summer concerts of lighter 
music. Epsom choral society are singing Will Todd’s jazzy Mass in Blue, plus some 
John Rutter madrigals and a Russell Hepplewhite world premiere! Holmbury 
St Mary has a programme of coronation classics. Buckland & Betchworth has 
songs from the British Isles. And Mickleham choral society sings Captain Noah 
and his floating zoo, followed by a second-half party with dance music.  

Ian Codd
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We o� er a warm and friendly 
welcome to all bridge players, 

perhaps new to the area or taking 
up the game again after a break.

Also, we can help new and
intermediate players with 

lessons and guided tuition.
We play on a Monday night from 

7pm to 10pm in Westcott Village Hall, 
in the centre of Westcott near Dorking.

We play 18-21 boards of duplicate bridge 
in an inclusive atmosphere.

Come and play

BRIDGE

www.bridgewebs.com/westcott

WESTCOTT

BRIDGE CLUB

Tea and 

co� ee 

included

FREE 
PARKING

TABLE FEE   £3 per night

If you would like to fi nd 
out more, please phone 

Chairman David Royle on 01306 880102 
or Jill Attfi eld on 01306 882040

or go to our website

Help in fi nding a partner is available
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More Than Just Food: Why Supporting 
the Westcott Village Hub Community 
Fridge Matters.

In the heart of Westcott, the Village  
Hub Community Fridge stands as 
a beacon of community spirit and 
practical support. It’s more than just a 
place to access food; it’s a vital initiative 
that nourishes both bodies and the 
bonds that hold the village together. 
Supporting this fridge, in whatever way 
you can, is an investment in a stronger, 
more sustainable, and compassionate 
Westcott. 

Firstly, the Community Fridge tackles 
the pressing issue of food waste. By 
rescuing perfectly edible surplus food 
from local businesses and individuals,  
it prevents unnecessary landfill and 
the environmental impact that comes 
with it. This simple act of redistribution 
is a powerful step towards a more 
sustainable way of living, ensuring that 
good food doesn’t go to waste while 
others in the community can benefit.

Beyond its environmental impact, the 
fridge plays a crucial role in addressing 
food insecurity. It provides a dignified 
and accessible way for individuals and 
families facing hardship to obtain 
nutritious food, without stigma or 
judgment. This can be a lifeline for 
those struggling with rising living costs 
or unexpected financial difficulties, 
ensuring that everyone in Westcott 

has access to the nourishment they 
need.

However, the benefits extend far 
beyond simply providing food. The 
Westcott Village Hub Community 
Fridge fosters a sense of community 
and connection. It’s a place where 
people can meet, share, and support 
each other. Volunteers from all walks 
of life come together to manage 
the fridge, creating opportunities for 
interaction and building friendships.  
For those who may be isolated, the 
fridge can be a vital point of contact 
and a source of belonging.

Supporting the Community Fridge can 
take many forms. Donating surplus  
food, volunteering your time, or even 
making a small financial contribution 
can make a tangible difference. Every 
act of support, no matter how small, 
helps to ensure the sustainability and 
reach of this invaluable community 
resource. 

In conclusion, the Westcott Village Hub 
Community Fridge is a cornerstone of 
a caring and resilient community. By 
reducing food waste, addressing food 
insecurity, and fostering connection, 
it embodies the true spirit of Westcott. 
Supporting it is not just about food; it’s 
about investing in a stronger, more 
sustainable, and more compassionate 
future for everyone in the village.

Jon Mears

           WESTCOTT COMMUNITY FRIDGE
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Professional 
Arborists

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Tree Felling l Pruning l Planting l  
Stump Grinding l Hedgerow 

Management l Emergency Work l
Contact us for a free quotation:

T: 01306 888 441 

E: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

A5 advert 2022.indd   1A5 advert 2022.indd   1 18/04/2022   16:3218/04/2022   16:32

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

    

    

   
  

    
  

01306 740837   
  www.brayestates.co.uk

We are qualified and experienced chartered 
surveyors providing a personal tailored property 

consultancy service to our clients.
We are equally at home in town or country and 
have all the necessary expertise and adaptability 
to succeed in satisfying our clients’ requirements.

•  Chartered Surveyors
   fully qualified and
   regulated

•  Property Managers
   commercial, estate, 
   and unique

•  Registered Valuers
   market, charities act,
   probate, divorce,
   lending 

•  Fixers
   solving issues, building
   defects, adding value,
   general advice

We are a small family run business,  
second generation, with over 60 years experience, 
living and working locally in the village of Westcott

We follow all social distancing protocols
Our services include:
• Internal/external painting & decorating
• Wallpapering
• Building maintenance (internal & external)
• Plastering/plaster boarding
• Free estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian: 
Phone: 01306 882083   Mobile: 07958 712522 

Email: adrianfewings@googlemail.com

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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              Songs of the Sea
 
      The Ladybirds Choir directed by  
                  Helena Twentyman 

                        Saturday 7th June at 4pm in the  
              United Reformed Church Hall, Dorking RH4 1BS

Supporting Dorking Beatitudes

You are warmly invited to the Ladybirds Choir’s summer  
concert to hear a selection of songs inspired by the sea, sailors  
and ships. In Songs of the Sea the choir will present a varied 
programme of sea shanties and folk songs as well as numbers  

from the world of popular and show music. Favourites include 
Sit down, you’re rocking the boat from Guys and Dolls, a lovely 

arrangement of Blow the wind southerly and Rod Stewart’s  
1975 hit Sailing (actually written by Gavin Sutherland and first 

performed by the Sutherland Brothers in 1972).

This year the choir is delighted to be raising funds for Dorking 
Beatitudes, a family charity with a shop situated in St Martin’s 
Walk, Dorking selling quality low-priced second-hand children’s 

 and maternity clothing, toys, books and equipment. This is a 
lifeline for those on a low income or with financial difficulties. 
There is also a play area for children and space for families to 

relax, have a hot drink and feed babies. The emphasis is on  
building a community of kindness and love and children and  
adults alike appreciate the warm and welcoming atmosphere.

Please do join the Ladybirds Choir at 4pm on Saturday 7th June  
at the United Reformed Church Hall in Dorking and enjoy tea  

and cake after the concert. Tickets are priced at £8 and are 
available on the door or in advance from 01372 878321  

(cash or cheques).
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Quality 
Craftsmanship 
& Reliable 
Project Delivery

WE OFFER UP TO10 YEARSGUARANTEE*
*Subject to Terms and Conditions.

We specialise in delivering high-quality 
residential building services, taking on both 
large-scale and smaller residential projects 
across Surrey and the surrounding area. 

Known for being honest, friendly, and 
reliable, we take pride in delivering every 
project to a high standard – with no hidden 
costs and no compromises on quality.

We’re a small, highly-skilled team, with over 20 years of experience 
in the UK construction and plumbing industries. 

To learn more about the possibilities for your very own home 
makeover, get in touch with us today.

01306 252266 or 07714 789660
 info@ashdene-builders.co.uk    www.ashdene-builders.co.uk

Let’s turn your vision into something special!

Our expertise includes:
Extensions

Full Home Renovations 
Bathroom & Kitchen Installation

Decorating & Wallpapering

 UNPARALLELED CRAFTSMANSHIP • TRANSPARENT COMMUNICATION • SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Making Money Work for Good
Have you ever stopped to think about 
what happens to the money that you 
pay into your bank, savings account 
or pension scheme and about how it 
is shaping our planet’s future? Banks 
and other institutions use the money 
they hold to finance businesses and 
projects around the world, with some of 
the biggest banks in the UK consistently 
funding projects that are detrimental 
to human and environmental health.  
The UK is among the top five countries 
responsible for 90% of institutional 
(pension funds, insurance companies, 
commercial banks) investments in the 
fossil fuel industry, holding $161 billion 
in bonds and shares.

Barclays is Europe’s  foremost fossil 
fuels financier globally and the 
largest funder of fossil fuel projects in 
Africa, whilst also providing backing 
for agribusinesses implicated in 
deforestation and human rights 
abuses in the Global South. In fact, 
none of the top 5 UK banks – Barclays, 
Lloyds, NatWest, Santander and 
HSBC – score very well on ethical 

issues. Despite the UK government’s 
commitment to halt deforestation by 
2030, UK banks continue to provide 
finance for companies engaged in 
destroying forests. From 2016 to June 
2024 HSBC provided £2.9 billion in 
finance to ‘forest-risk’ companies. 

Switch your current/savings account
H a p p i l y , 
there are 
b a n k s 
which use 
the money 
they hold 
for socially and environmentally 
beneficial projects, such as 
renewable energy and reforestation 
initiatives. Building societies can 
also be a good choice, as they are 
mutual organisations owned by their 
members and are unlikely to invest 
in controversial industries. Triodos, the 
Co-op Bank/Smile and Nationwide 
come top in the  Ethical Consumer’s 
guide to current accounts and these 
and several other building societies, 
including Skipton Building Society and 
Yorkshire Building Society, feature in 
the Good Shopping Guide top 10. 

If you don’t already use an ethical 
bank, then it’s easy to switch. The 
Current Account Switch Service 
operated by over 40 UK banks means 
the process is simple – just choose 
your new bank and they arrange to 
transfer your balance and all your 
regular payments.
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
How Green is Your Pension?

Pensions are 
another area 
to consider 
when trying 
to make 
your money 

work for good. Currently UK pension 
schemes invest around £88 billion in 
fossil fuels and £300 billion is linked 
to deforestation! When pensions 
are meant as an investment for 
your future, it makes little sense if 
the money invested in them is used 
to fund environmental destruction. 
Imagine if this money was invested 
instead in renewables or reforestation 
projects. Visit the Make My Money 
Matter website to find out how to go 
about asking your employer to switch 
to a greener pension provider. Nest 
ranks best of the 12 largest pension 
providers.

Make your money work for good!

Don’t forget…

Do come along and visit us at 
Westcott Community Garden as part 
of Westcott Open Gardens on Sunday, 
15th June, 11am-4pm and at our stall 
at WestFest on Sunday, 22nd June

Jakki Phillips

The fully referenced article is available at www.
greenwestcott.org/blog and please do get 
in touch with ideas for future environmental 
articles info@greenwestcott.org

The Brigitte Trust - working together to support others

Do you work for someone, or do you know someone whose 
workplace would like to support a Charity as part of their Corporate 

Social Responsibilities policy. The support of corporate partners 
is important to Brigitte Trust as it provides vital funds and creates 
awareness of the services we offer in Surrey. Fundraising together 

with your colleagues is another great way to support our cause. Why 
not take part in an event, like a marathon, a walk, or a cycle race; 
organise a ‘bake a cake’ day; host a quiz night or a karaoke night?

Contact Tanya Stafford at tanya.stafford@
brigittetrust.com or call 01306 880862 for more 
advice, information and promotional materials.
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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ST JOHNS CHAPEL 
FURLONG ROAD 

WESTCOTT RH43PP 

EAT - SHOP - REFILL - SHARE 

For opening hours visit
westcottvillagehub.co.uk
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SURREY HILLS HEATING LTD	         58

SURREY HILLS SOLICITORS                    30

SWEPT AWAY Cleaning service	         24

THE MUTT HUT Dog Grooming            48

THE TREE ASSOCIATES		          18

TONY WINCH Carpenter   	         18

VITOLA TECHNOLOGY IT Consultancy   16

WESTCOTT GARAGE	                      42

RIVERBANK SURGERY 

Westcott Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA  Tel: 875577
      
OPENING 
   TIMES:

The  emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.

For information on advertising please contact advertising@westcottmag.com

		    Morning		   Evening
Monday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Tuesday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.30
Wednesday	 8.00-12.30		   Closed
Thursday	  8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.00
Friday		   8.00-1.00		  2.00-6.30



Dorking Service Centre Ltd
EST. 2004

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics Servicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Cam-Belts

Brakes

ClutchesDigital Service  
Records

Bike MOT

Tyres
At Web Competitive  

Prices

Suspension  
& Steering




