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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy Deadline for 
October 2020 issue:

8th September 2020

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Red admiral on Teasel by Edward Bennet
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FROM THE EDITOR
Well, it’s been a while! 
I hope as many of you 
as possible have kept 
safe and well and 
found constructive 
things to do if you had 
more spare time than 

usual. 

This is a slightly shorter issue than usual as 
many of the village clubs and activities 
have not yet restarted - here’s hoping 
they will be able to soon. Neither the 
village coffee morning nor the St John’s 
Chapel cafe are open yet, so plenty 
of reason to call a friend for a socially 
distanced coffee in the garden! 

Don’t miss the information on the 
surgery survey on page 11 and also 
in the article on pages 37-39. Please 
do take the time to do it if you get a 
text message or form through the post 
from Dorking Medical practice. If you 
haven’t had one you can pick up a 
copy at the bakery, Riverbank or the 
surgery in South Street.

Stay safe and remember to keep in 
touch with people, just a phone call 
can make all the difference if someone 
is struggling.

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com

Greetings to all from the Westcott Reading Room trustees.

We have produced a full risk assessment to share with our users to discuss ways of 
re-opening the Hall with all Government and health safeguards in place.  Once 
we have consulted with our users then we can judge whether and when there is 
an appetite to open the Hall in the foreseeable future

In the meantime, we can still offer some central Westcott car parking places in 
the Reading Room car park at £600 per annum lump-sum payment or £53 per 
month.  

We expect to have more news next month to share with you.  Stay safe and well.

More information from the Reading Room website www.westcottreadingroom.
org.uk or by phone on 07967 286636.  

Alan Reif, Chairman

          READING ROOM
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in the more profound mystery of good.”  

TWENTY 

 

 

 

 

 

“The rest of mankind who were 
not killed by these plagues still 
did not repent of the work of 
their hands; they did not stop 
worshiping demons, and idols 
of gold, silver, bronze, stone 
and wood” – Revelation 9:20 

We may wish there was a god             
who would magic away all of           
our problems. We may wish we           
could live without restraint,       
and this god would bless our           
lives. Of course, such a god           
does not exist. Instead,       
Christians believe, there is God         
who calls us to form our lives in               
His wisdom and love. This God           
works in and through our         
humanity, when we turn to         
Him, when we repent. In this           
God of Christian belief, there is           
glorious hope of a “new         
heaven and a new earth”, but           
my, what trauma there is and           
will be until mankind does         

repent, learning the ways to         
this harmony of God, (wo)man         
and nature. 

The greatest danger in the         
current Coronavirus epidemic     
is that as individuals and as a             
people together, we will not         
do it, we will not repent. The             
danger is that we will go on             
living as Consumers,     
worshipping “idols”, giving up       
our glorious reality as made in           
the image of God, to love Him             
and love our neighbour. The         
greatest tragedy, will be if we           
learn nothing from the Corona         
virus epidemic: 
We, the world, will go back to 
living unsustainably, giving our 
lives over to Consumption .. 
because we can. 

We will continue to buy, and           
travel, and indulge because       
“what else do we do with our             
money ?” 

We will ignore the science that           
tells us crises will become  

...FROM ALAN JONAS, VICAR OF WESTCOTT



5

 
“normal” because of Climate Change and Environmental 
Destruction unless we radically change. 

We will continue to live and trade in a way that invites further                         
pandemics and the likelihood of antimicrobial resistance 

And in our idolatry we will continue to ignore those around the                       
world who live every day in distress. 

The brilliant book of Revelation, at the end of the Bible, does not                         
flinch from the realities we face. The book describes plagues,                   
wars and traumas to the end of time as mankind “still did not                         
repent of the work of their hands”. The glorious hope comes in a                         
“marriage” of God – Christ - and mankind.   

We can live in this hope now – repent, live in God, make love for                             
Him and our neighbour, the priorities of our lives, build a better                       
post-Corona world. 

 

******** 

The Church in Westcott in a time of Corona 
 

Much of the pre-Covid work of the Church in Westcott has been                       
put on hold but we are still very much active and present in our                           
village.  Activities include: 

●  Holy Trinity is open to all for visits and prayer. 
9.30 am – 4 pm Sundays and Wednesdays. 
 

● Prayer together in Holy Trinity every Wednesday 1.30 – 2.30                   
pm. 

 
● I will be there. You are very welcome to come for a chat,                         

prayer 
 
 



6

 
● 8.30 – 9.00 am every Sunday, Communion Service in Holy                   

Trinity. 
 

● 10.30 am Zoom service every Sunday – join us by                   
telephone if you do not have internet access. See                 
web-site for details. 

 
● Join us, you are very welcome. 

 
● “Life Groups” are running on Zoom – small groups of                   

people who meet to chat and pray about life, faith. 
 

We are a part of the “Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme” and                     
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. Paul                     
Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt                 
advice. 

For help, more information, please contact me:- 

Alan Vicar   01306 644868   alchasjonas@aol.com 
or visit our web-site  https://thechurchinwestcott.org.uk/ 

 
Thank you…. 
Many thanks to you all who are holding together the Church in                       
Westcott at this time by joining our popular Sunday Zoom service.                     
Particular thanks to Simon Mabley, Churchwarden, who set this                 
up, and to him, Grant Smetham, Ian Hughes and Libby Witt for                       
being our “Zoom Masters”, running the services. 

Thanks also to Simon and Ali, and John and Libby,                   
churchwardens for all their work in making Holy Trinity safe for                     
worship and visits.   

Thank you to all our “TLG” (Transforming Lives for Good) coaches                     
who continue to support children and families at Surrey Hills All                     
Saints School. 
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Thank you to our magazine team Cath Friend (editor), Judith                   
Packer (distribution), Hugh Parry (advertising) and all the               
deliverers, for getting this magazine underway again. 

Thanks to Judith, too, for becoming a foundation (Church)                 
governor at Surrey Hills All Saints School. 

 

***** 

 
Children’s & Families Work – Ellie Lister 

Ellie, our Children’s and Family Worker, continues to slowly                 
recover after months of being ill with the Coronavirus. Activities                   
are, therefore, on hold.  Please pray for Ellie’s good recovery. 

 
 

Sunday 13 th September 10.30 am Zoom Service 
Jim Glover, OBE, former High Sheriff of Surrey,  

now Chair of the Community Foundation for Surrey,  

will be speaking on the work of the Foundation  

in highlighting and responding to social need in Surrey. 

… Another Sunday with the Church in Westcott not to be                     
missed…. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Death: 

18th April 2020 Christopher Brian Carr (94) 

27th April 2020 Les Denman (74) 

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
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The church floodlighting for September has been sponsored by Laraine 
Jewell in loving memory of Michael Player and his grandson, James 
Watkinson. 

The floodlighting for March was sponsored retrospectively by Imogen 
Barker in memory of her sister Olivia. 

Many thanks to all our sponsors! 

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey 
at sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk.  (Suggested donation of £75 to 
Westcott Church Funds.) 

FLOODLIGHTING 

 

Stay in Touch 
We would love to stay in touch with you, sending you weekly                       
updates about our services and activities. 

Please return this form by e-mail to 
admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk 

or by post to Alan, Vicar of Westcott  The Vicarage Guildford Rd 
Westcott Dorking Surrey RH4 3QB 

Name: 

For contact by e-mail 

E-mail address: 

 

Please add me to The Church in Westcott emailing list for                     
information about church events and news. 

 I understand that:  

*the emailing list may be administered using MailChimp  

* I will be able to unsubscribe at any time by contacting                       
admin@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk  

* any use of my personal data will be governed by Holy Trinity's                         
PCC Privacy Notice which is available on The Church in Westcott                     
website 
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8.30am - We are delighted to say that, after considerable review and care, 
we are re-instating the 8.30am Holy Communion Sunday service in Holy 
Trinity, focusing on the receiving of the sacrament, with no sermon or hymns, 
and finishing by 9am.  There is no need to sign in – please just come along, 
but please be aware that we will need to manage numbers if we are 
beyond safe capacity.  Further details, including our Risk Assessment are 
available to view on our website thechurchinwestcott.org.uk. 

10.30am - Our "parish" online Zoom service, reflecting the people of the 
Church in Westcott, with a mixture of traditional and contemporary music.  
Visit our website to sign up to our emailing list for weekly invitations 

You will also be very welcome to come to Holy Trinity, for prayer, reflection 
or just to be back in our Church on Sundays and/or Wednesdays between 
9.30am and 4pm 

DATE THEME 8:30AM IN CHURCH 10:30AM ON ZOOM 

6th  
Sept 

Gladness, 
Generosity 
… Giving (1) 

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion 

Holy Communion 

13th   
Sept 

Gladness, 
Generosity 
… Giving (2) 

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion 

Holy Communion 

Jim Glover, Chairman of 
the Surrey Community 
Foundation will be 
speaking on the work of 
the Foundation 

20th   
Sept 

Gladness, 
Generosity 
… Giving (3) 

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion 

Songs of Praise & 
Communion 

27th   
Sept 

Michael &  
All Angels 

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion 

Holy Communion 

HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY SERVICES 
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Since the beginning of 2020, the Westcott “Baby Meals” volunteer cooks have 
bought, created and delivered 115 meals to 10 different households. We’ve 
been busier than ever in the history of the Westcott ‘Baby Meals’ service and 
due to the Covid-19 outbreak have expanded our remit to cater for other 
households who have been struggling at this difficult time. I’m also very much 
aware that across the village many people have been shopping and cooking 
for neighbours and friends who have struggled to get out or for whom this has 
been a particularly challenging time for other reasons. What an amazing village 
we live in! 

Joining our volunteer cooks list means you can help support families across the 
village, when and if you’re able - no formal rota just sign up when the request 
comes through. 

If you are expecting a baby or know a family in the village that is, or if you would 
like to join the cooks’ list, please get in touch.

Some of our 2020 families receiving ‘Baby meals’ include; 
Olivia-Rose and family, Ashley Road,
Jesse Fairbrass, Evelyn Cottages,
Rosie Day, Parsonage Lane
Perret Family, Balchins Lane 
Athena de Peyrecave, Westcott Street
Autumn Macdiarmid, Springfield Road

   
annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk  

  or 07710 425487

Anna Kemkers

BABY MEALS UPDATE

Jesse Fairbrass

Rosie Day
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The Future of the Doctor’s 
Surgery in Westcott is  

Uncertain! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Riverbank Surgery is due to close and a replacement 

surgery is proposed in Furlong Road 

 

If the new surgery doesn’t get NHS approval, patients will 

have to travel out of Westcott for their healthcare  

 

The NHS needs Dorking Medical Practice patients to 
express their views 

  

 

 

 

 

Hard copies are available at Riverbank or South Street 

surgeries or Westcott Bakery.  

Alternatively call 01306 881313 or 01306 875577 

 

We need 
your 

views! 

Please show your support by completing the 
short survey that you receive by text/post 
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www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org

Celebrating 100 Years in 2020-21

OPEN MORNING
Saturday 3 October 2020 at 10am

Academic, Art, Music, Drama and Sport Scholarships available at Year 7
Academic and Performing Arts Scholarships available at Year 3

“Unpressured (for the most part) and friendly, but this is no soft option  
... the girls both work hard and play hard, with results to match.”  The Good Schools Guide

37309 Manor House School Advert A4 Open Morning.indd   1 04/08/2020   15:42
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         WESTCOTT WOMEN’S GROUP W W The Westcott Women’s Group 

 

 
WWG has a history of 50 plus years 
and has been a good point for many 
people to meet up with other local 
women each month. Newcomers 
to the village have been able to 
take advantage of the opportunity 
to become part of the village 
community, but it does take a little 
bit of organising to keep it going. 

I feel that I have done my bit over 
several years now to lead the group, 
and as I’m finding more of my time 
needed by the family, and foresee 
more commitment starting in the 
autumn, I am standing down from 
the routine monthly meetings as 
organiser. Several members have 
helped over the last 2 years to “host” 
these meetings, and I’m sure more 
suggestions will be forthcoming, but 
someone is needed to orchestrate 
the whole. 

If the group is to survive, someone is 
needed to offer their services for the 
coming year. I am happy to continue 
to promote our bigger events, Burns 
Night this year turned out to be very 

popular and preferable for a number 
of people to a Christmas party. 
Unfortunately we were not able 
to have our garden party nor our 
annual BBQ, but perhaps something 
can be arranged for late autumn, 
but it needs someone to take the 
helm.

Someone new to the village perhaps 
who would like to meet more of the 
residents, make new friends, enjoys a 
little responsibility but not too much, 
or someone who has recently retired 
or is on furlough (after all this can be 
for as long or as little a period of time 
as wanted) PLEASE someone come 
forward to save this village facility, 
let it not be archived as W.I and The 
Westcott Players were. Not only does 
it provide support for people in the 
village, for many it is a focal point for 
socializing, but also supports charities 
with a little fund raising.

We meet the first Wednesday evening 
of the month, 9 or 10 times a year, at 
St John’s Chapel,  from 7.30pm -9pm.
If you feel you could take on the 
responsibility of co-ordinator, please 
let me know: Jacki Moss

Email: johnjacki.moss@btinternet.
com, or phone 01306 881481 (leave 
a message on the answer phone if 
necessary)

Jacki Moss
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Welcome to the first article of the 
academic year. None of us could 
have predicted or envisaged what 
was to come when we started the 
Autumn term, in September 2019.

When the Government closed 
all schools in March, our school 
community rose to the many 
challenges with real courage and 
commitment. I was so impressed 
by the response of our entire school 
community and was overwhelmed 
by the work from everyone, as a result 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, to ensure 
that the wheels kept turning. We  
have certainly learnt all about 
resilience.

Overnight, the school moved to 
an online learning platform which 
has changed our school forever. 
Teachers learnt how to record the 
learning to share with the children 
online and with the support of 
teaching assistants, each child was 
given regular feedback. At the 
same time, teachers and teaching 
assistants were also onsite providing 
childcare for vulnerable and key 
worker children, working through the 
holidays. You can see what school 
life was like during lockdown by 
looking at our website, twitter feed or 
Facebook page.

Our local governing body actively 
supported the school, attending 

virtual meetings and adopting the 
mountains of paperwork and policies 
that were required. Our admin team 
navigated the numerous new online 
platforms and returns we were 
required to do for the Department 
for Education. Government food 
vouchers were organised for eligible 
families, food parcels delivered 
regularly and regular welfare calls 
made. The staff at Surrey Hills have 
been simply amazing.  

‘I just wanted to extend my thanks 
to you and all the staff at Surrey 
Hills School for the huge amount of 
work you have put in, to continue 
to engage and educate under 
such challenging circumstances. 
The girls miss school desperately 
which is a tribute to the caring and 
thriving school environment you have 
nurtured. They are coping fairly well 
under lockdown and have proven 
to be fairly resilient learners too! They 
have responded well to the online 
learning and they love the feedback 
comments and rewards from staff. I 
am so grateful for all that you do, it is 
very much appreciated.’               Mrs X

Finally, I would like to thank the 
local communities and charities 
for their offers of support during this 
challenging time. 

The staff at Surrey Hills are looking 
forward to welcoming everyone 
back in September as we reopen to 

   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
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all children.

School Places for 2020/21
We still have some spaces for 
September 2020. Please do contact 
us if you are looking for a school 
place by emailing the school office 
at westcott@surreyhills.surrey.sch.uk 
or calling 01306 881136. You can look 
at the virtual tours of the Abinger and 
Westcott site on our school website 
(parent tab – new reception and 
year 3 information). 

Spotlight on Forest School
We are extremely fortunate to have our 
own beautiful copse, at the Abinger 
Site, where weekly Forest School 
sessions are run all year round by our 
qualified Forest School Practitioner.   
At the Westcott site, the children 
benefit from a Nature Garden and 
pond area where they experience 
their outdoor learning. 

Forest School offers children the 

opportunity to develop an inquisitive 
and positive relationship with the 
natural world as well as instilling 
a love of the great outdoors. We 
use our woodland setting to bring 
learning to life with real tools and 
natural resources which will create 
an understanding of the balance 
of nature and the finite resources 
around us.

Children engage in motivating and 
achievable tasks and activities, 
at different times of the year and 
in almost all weathers! They work 
with tools, play, learn boundaries of 
behaviour; both physical and social, 
grow in confidence, self-esteem 
and motivation whilst developing an 
understanding of the natural world. 

Working through practical problems 
and challenges helps children build 
confidence in decision making 
and evaluating risk whether this 
be designing a den, lighting a fire 
or making blackberry jam! Forest  
School is all about developing the 
children’s characteristics of learning 
which are so vital for future success.

   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
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Mobile Personal Training & Coaching
REVITALISE FITNESS

Dorking | Surrey Hills

www.revitalisefitness.com
M: 07858 731890 | E: info@revitalisefitness.com

Fitness, nutrition & motivation
Coaching for people who want to

save time and achieve more!

No time for gyms? Struggle with motivation,
feel tired or out of shape? But...you want to

look and feel great?

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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   SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)
Home Learning
We were so impressed with how 
brilliantly children engaged with our 
home learning work and projects 
during lockdown. It was wonderful 
to see the children embracing the 
project work at the end of last term, 
and seeing all the creative ideas they 
came up with to present the tasks.  

Projects have enabled children to 
write in a variety of forms; research key 
geography and history facts; use their 
Maths skills and be creative. Below 
are some of the amazing posters, fact 
sheets etc. they have produced.

Squidge and Splat – Toddler Group
This year, we have enjoyed hosting 
‘Squidge and Splat’ messy play 
sessions for babies, toddlers and pre-
schoolers. Parents and childminders 
have enjoyed leaving the tidying 
up to us whilst the children have 
explored their senses, been curious 
and creative! Each week was themed 
from pancakes and vegetables to 
fairy tales and farmyards. We hope 
to be able to invite the children back 
soon!

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter and 
Facebook, here you can see daily life 
at Surrey Hills All Saints and can share 
in the amazing learning opportunities 
the children experience.  
Twitter @SurreyAllSaints, 
Facebook Surrey All Saints. 

Thank you and well 
done to everyone for 
your support during 
these unprecedented 
times. Keep safe and 
well.

Mrs Ratcliff
Headteacher
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Tony 07932 798 419Odette 07889 770 397

www.forbesandschuster.co.ukwww.forbesandschuster.co.uk

Dog Walking   Pet Taxi    Dog Grooming

Professional, Qualied, Insured
Group & Single dog walks

Wide range of dog grooming services

THE BIG YELLOW DOG BUS
Forbes & Schuster

 
For Denbies full range of events, please visit www.denbies.co.uk

Denbies Wine Estate Ltd, London Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6AA
T. 01306 876616 www.denbies.co.uk  
Email: events@denbiesvineyard.co.uk  
Designed by pre: www.designbypre.com. Photo credits: visit www.denbies.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
/DenbiesWineEstate

Follow us on twitter
@denbiesvineyard

England’s Largest Vineyard 
Denbies Wine Estate

                   Denbies Vineyard Hotel 
    17 en-suite rooms,in the heart of the estate 
                     
                     The Vineyard Restaurant 
           with magnificent views over the vines is 
              OPEN EVERY EVENING FOR DINNER 
                             6.30pm - 9pm  
       For information on Denbies Special Events 
                                 Visit www.denbies.co.uk
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS

It is a long time since I last wrote a 
Village Magazine article, but the 
WVA has, throughout the lockdown, 
tried to keep you updated on what 
has happened in the village over 
that time. All WVA members receive 
a copy of this Chairman’s newsletter 
although we have discovered that 
with bulk mailings your home spam 
filters have in some cases been 
sending my emails to your “junk mail” 
folders on your computer where they 
have remained unread!! 

Please check your spam box to see 
whether this has happened and simply 
click the “not junk” button. From then 
on, these emails should appear in your 
in-box as they are intended – and 
where they can be safely read!

If you want to receive these emails, 
joining the WVA (for a very modest £10 
a year) is the way to do it!

Community spirit
One of the most positive things 
throughout the pandemic lockdown, 
has been the way in which the village 
has acted as a community to support 

each other. The “Good Neighbour” 
Volunteers who stepped forward to 
support people in need of help with 
shopping and prescription collections, 
and the way in which the “baby 
meals” team has supported both 
new mums and babies as well as 
other families needing help, has been 
absolutely fantastic. Many people 
have commented how much they 
appreciate living in such a supportive 
community. Thank you to everyone 
who did, and continues to do, their bit!

Serious Fun
During the lock-down some of the 
village children enjoyed a bit of fun 
(with a serious message) in designing 
posters to remind dog owners to clear 
up after their pets. Exercising ourselves 
and our dogs has been one of the ways 
in which many people have been able 
to legally escape the pressures of lock-
down and the countryside around the 
village has been a magnet for both 
locals and 
visitors. The 
posters which 
the children 
d e s i g n e d 
have been 
put up 
around the 
f o o t p a t h s 
a n d 
bridleways as 
a reminder – 
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Unwind & escape the
busy world

Offering a wide range of beauty treatments, including
waxing, massage, facials, lashes and more 

1 4  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  T H E  S P A  A N D
B E A U T Y  I N D U S T R Y

www.thebeautyshedsurrey.co.uk
thebeautyshedsurrey@gmail.com

07748 244 621
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
but it is sad to see that some individuals 
have taken exception to these by 
tearing down the signs. 

Many dog owners who I meet despair 
and comment that leaving dog poo 
everywhere gives ALL dog owners 
(wrongly) a bad name, and the 
non-dog owning population just get 
incensed particularly when poo is 
left outside their houses. Dog poo left 
lying around is a serious health hazard 
which can cause blindness in humans 
and is the reason why the WVA takes 
it seriously, and local councils can 
impose fines on offending humans. 

Speeding and Noise Campaign
The WVA has continued to explore 
practical ways in which we can 
address the speeding problem through 

the village, which 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
seems to have 
got worse with 
less traffic on the 
road. We are also 

progressing actively the use of “Noise 
cameras” to record the motorbike 
noise levels which have also become 
intolerable especially on fine summer 
weekends. 

It is possible that some council 
funding will be available to tackle 
the speeding issue but using new 
technology to tackle noise may be 
something which we have to look to 

fundraise separately for. In the survey 
we conducted, many of you said 
you would be prepared to make a 
separate financial contribution on this. 
When we identify suitable technology, 
and after assessing the impact of the 
RIDE QUIETLY signs, we may decide this 
is something to pursue. 

And some news in brief….

WVA AGM - is due to be held on 3rd 
October, but we will assess nearer the 
time whether we can do this in Holy 
Trinity or whether we do it virtually via 
Zoom.

Church Bank – is finally blooming, and 
further work will be done in the autumn 
to seed the bare patches, cut back 
the hazel along the road, remove the 
unwanted bracken, and attend to 
the hedge which was planted along 
Logmore Lane below the church. We 
will be planning a working party for this 
to which all help is welcomed.

Green Spaces – the Village’s green 
spaces are there for the enjoyment 
of everyone, but please remember to 
consider neighbours when using them, 
and take all your rubbish away with 
you to dispose of at home.

Thanks to the public-spirited individual 
who removed the broken window 
pane in the bus stop and temporarily 
boarded it up. Can you let the WVA 
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Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@thetreeassociatessurreyltd.co.uk 

0800 1978490 
Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 

 



23

know if you 
are intending 
to replace 
the glass and 
whether you 
would like us 
to pay for it?

C o u n c i l 
C h a n g e s 
– for those 
who take 
an interest 

in these things, it is worth noting that 
Surrey is in the process of considering 
changes to the two-tier council 
system of separate County and District 
councils. Mole Valley (with all other 
District Councils) and Surrey County 

Council have signalled the start of 
consultations on this – which will take 
some time to resolve – but which has 
important implications for residents. 
This is not new in England and Wales 
and many Counties have successfully 
moved to a “Unitary” structure to 
simplify the provision of council 
services.

As always, you are invited to write to 
me on issues which concern you, and 
the WVA will do their best to address 
them. 

Tim Way
Chairman, Westcott Village Association

timway.westcott@gmail.com 

WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)

Sad to say the St John’s Chapel Cafe 
is not up and running yet, but we will 

keep you posted as soon as we  
hear otherwise.

 

St John’s Chapel Café 
Every Monday morning 

9.15-11.45 
A warm, friendly welcome, superb cheese scones and homemade 

cakes with a selection of teas and coffees. All welcome and right on 
the doorstep! ☺  
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 LOCAL food & drink • LOCAL flowers • LOCAL delivery service

‘Kingfisher’

       Farm Shop
01306 730703
info@kingfisherfarmshop.com 

Watercress Beds,  Abinger Hammer, Dorking, Surrey. RH5 6AG

Thank you for your custom in these difficult times.

Ringden Farm’s 
bountiful apple  

season has begun

king September 20 A6  .qxp_Layout 1  31/07/2020  16:54  Page 1

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 
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Westcott’s amazing giant sunflower 
competition.

C o m p e t i t i o n 
has been 
fierce between 
our three 
c o m p e t i t o r s 
in the annual 
Westcott Street 
Giant Sunflower 
competition. 

Whilst sadly the Summer Show for the 
Gardeners’ Club was cancelled the 
show did go on in this unofficial, but 
highly competitive, contest between 
three enthusiastic gardeners. Seeds 
were distributed in March and the 
battle began.  There were no holds 
barred as the giant sunflowers began 
to reach for the sky. Fertilisers, manure, 
regular watering: all the tricks of the 
trade were used. 

On the day of judgment - 24 July - it  
was time for Hugh Parry, Humfrey Malins 
and Andrew Gordon to measure their 
golden plants. Tension was high. The 
tape measure was out.  The gardening 
gloves were off. Who had grown the 
tallest sunflower of them all? 

The initial winner was...Hugh Parry. A 
spectacular 11’ 11” sunflower, in full 
flower and still growing, with Humfrey 
a close second and Andrew knocked 
into third position.  However a little over 
two weeks later on 10 August 2020 

Humfrey’s sunflower had shot up to 12’ 
8”.   So congratulations to Humfrey.

This is the fifth year that the battle of the 
sunflowers has been fought from both 
sides of Westcott Street. It has inspired 
other Westcott residents, who have 
also planted seeds and the love of 
sunflowers has been shared by friends, 
and grandchildren. The competition 
has certainly added fun and a burst of 
yellow flowers during lockdown. 

Maybe next year we will see sunflowers 
all over Westcott? Do let us know if 
you’d like some seeds in 2021.

Edwina Gordon

From L to R Humfrey, Andrew and Hugh with the prize winning     
                                                                                        sunflowers

       WHO IS THE TALLEST OF THEM ALL?
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
COVID-19 will remain with us in the 
months to come and it is vital that every 
resident keeps up their vigilance and 
their personal infection control habits 
- such as regularly washing hands for  
at least 20 seconds.

The response from our community 
continues to amaze me, hearing how 
individuals have supported friends and 
neighbours in so many different ways 
– everything from making sure that a 
chat over the garden fence happens 
every day to doing shopping or fixing 
IT links. Thank you to everyone that has 
done little things and done lots.

Future Mole Valley 
Although with the 
prospect of a move 
to a Unitary Authority 
combining functions 
from County and District 

Councils seems to be on the cards, 
meaning Mole Valley probably has 
no future, I wanted to thank everyone 
that  took part in the council’s Future 
Mole Valley consultation around where 
different types of development should 
be focused.

Through the consultation, 105  
responses were received from  
Westcott – a higher response rate  
per person than the average for the 
District as a whole.

A Little Thank You From Me
I need to start by thanking everyone 
from Westcott who sent me get well 
soon wishes during the summer and 
my personal COVID-19 experience. 
I cannot tell you how much I 
appreciated each one.

Luckily, I did not have the most 
extreme symptoms suffered by some 
others locally and the care from my 
NHS colleagues was invaluable as I 
slowly regained my fitness over the 
subsequent four months.

It was such a pleasure to be able to get 
out and about and see the first cricket 
match of Westcott’s season – albeit in 
early July. Thank you to everyone who, 
with appropriate safety measures, 
started back up our rural village life. 
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALFA CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
  

 CLEAN PROMPT WORK 
 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 FULLY INSURED 
 SPECIALIST ADVICE FOR 

OLD/PROBLEM CHIMNEYS 
 WEEKDAY & WEEKEND SERVICE 
  

              01306 883455 

Here’s a puzzle for you, anyone 
remember what year this 

rethatching of the bus stop and 
dovecote was? (No prizes!)

Photos by Phil Cremmen
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
Overall, nearly three quarters of 
residents rejected building on 
undeveloped green field sites.

The Council 
is working on 
analysing the 
detail of the 
r e s p o n s e s 
and expects 
to set out the 
way forward 
in around 
February next 
year.

Drive Carefully
In recent months many Westcott 
residents have changed habits and 
behaviours, often setting aside routines 
that have been engrained over years, 
in response to the challenges of 
COVID-19 and as we all continue to 
reduce our Carbon impact responding 
to the Climate Emergency.

By shopping online, when the item 
wanted is not available from our village 

shops, delivery vehicles potentially can 
have a positive environmental impact 
through the sharing of vehicle journeys 
compared to separate trips into town 
or further afield. 

However, this impact can be offset by 
other environmental impacts, including 
the speed at which these vehicles have 
been seen to be driven along some 
of our residential roads that are often 
shared spaces – where children play.

I have written to Tesco, Sainsbury’s, 
Waitrose and Asda to specifically ask 
them to take action with their van 
drivers to respect appropriate speeds 
in these areas – especially in Ashley 
Road, Watson Road, Bailey Road, 
Furlong Road, St John’s Road, The 
Burrell, Springfield Road and Westcott 
Street. Let’s see what impact it makes.

Anti-Social Behaviour
Like the vast majority of communities 
across our country, the summer months 
often bring about an increase in Anti-
Social Behaviour to our village.
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk

 
PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  



31

THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
Sometimes this is a bonfire spoiling a 
family barbeque (or indeed the other 
way round) or it can be about loud 
parties or even threats and violence. 
If you do experience such behaviour, 
then most people feel safe to raise 
it with their neighbour directly – but 
unfortunately this is not always the 
case. So, what are your options then?

Firstly, if you think you are under 
immediate threat obviously call 999. If it 
is not immediate then call Surrey Police 
on 101.

Surrey Mediation Services (www.
mediationsurrey.org) can offer help 
to resolve disputes through their 
Community Mediation service, 
including issues such as:
• Noise
• Anti-social behaviour
• Abuse or threatening behaviour
• Rubbish
• Parking
• Tall trees or hedges
• Boundary disputes or access problems
• Children’s behaviour 
• Privacy
• Pets
 
Its aim is to avoid the need for lengthy 
and expensive legal proceedings. It is 
also more flexible as the law does not 
recognise all the issues arising between 
neighbours. However, trying mediation 
does not prevent you from using other 
procedures later if no agreement is 
reached.

If the property 
concerned is a Housing 
Association one then 
Clarion encourage 
residents to maintain a 
diary of events and to 
contact them directly in each instance. 
Where residents want to copy these 
concerns to me, I am happy to follow 
them up with the housing association. 
My focus is always on resolving the 
root cause of whatever is leading to 
a perception of anti-social behaviour, 
including through whatever support 
the council team can give to either 
party involved. 

Clarion have recently lost a case taken 
to the Ombudsman where they failed to 
respond appropriately and in essence 
allowed some anti-social behaviour 
to continue – to the detriment of their 
resident and to others around them. As 
a result, Clarion should now be more 
proactive in supporting these situations 
when they sadly arise.

You can feedback directly to Clarion 
on how they are doing through their 
myclarionvoice.com website.

Space for Nature
With the warm summer weather, 
our village regrettably saw the some 
enterprising intervention to the north of 
Springfield Road where an area of land 
was cleared presumably to enable 
folks to access the Pipp Brook.
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www.dorkingtaxis.co.uk

For quotes or to make a booking
email us on: Enquiries@dorkingtaxis.co.uk

01306 88 55 33

4 / 6 / 8 Seaters

Airport specialists

Ferry ports & Eurostar

Courier services available

Home to School Transport service available

Long distance journeys welcome
All drivers & vehicles are fully vetted by MVDC
& Surrey County Council

Lady drivers available on request

All major card payments accepted
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
No matter how well intentioned this act 
was, nevertheless the land there is not 
a public space and is in fact subject to 
a number of rules.

The space itself was subject to a lot of 
debate, after much detailed research 
from village residents, during the 
discussions and challenges around 
the creation of Pipp Brook Place and 
Meadow Close.

As a direct result of that work, the 
Planning Inspector included a specific 
condition on the developer to create 
a 10m buffer alongside the Pipp Brook 
at the eastern end of the site in order 
to support the natural diversity and 
ecosystems.

The Council’s planning officers took 
action to preserve those ecosystems 
when the land was cleared and wrote 
to nearby residents to highlight the 
need for the area to be reinstated.

Support for New Business Ventures
Finally, a quick plug for the Council’s 
Economic Development service. If 
through COVID-19 or whatever other 
circumstances, you are thinking of 
setting up a new business, starting out 
on your own, then the team can help.

The support and guidance comes 
locally, regionally and nationally and, 
amongst other things, includes links to: 

• The Dorking Business Breakfast Group 
who are a group of locally based 
businesses who meet every Thursday 
morning at Betchworth Park Golf Club 
to exchange business information, 
referrals and news.

• The Dorking Business Improvement 
District (BID) which delivers projects 
to promote Dorking and improve the 
local business prosperity, run by the 
Dorking Town Partnership.

• Mole Valley Chamber of Commerce 
who are a networking organisation for 
Mole Valley businesses and charities, 
helping businesses grow through 
networking events and the sharing of 
best practice.

• Trusted Contacts who are a business 
networking group which holds 
fortnightly breakfast meetings at 
Hartsfield Manor in Betchworth.

James Friend
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The Dorking Group of Artists – 
October Exhibition 2020

Exciting News!

The partial lifting of lockdown and the re-opening of Denbies Wine Estate,  
albeit with restrictions and safety precautions has meant that the autumn 

exhibition is now planned to go ahead, but with an intriguing twist – what  
will be unique and unusual this year is that people will also be able to view  
and purchase from the exhibition concurrently online on a dedicated website - 
www.DGA.gallery - which will launch on 1st October 2020 whilst visitors to 
Denbies themselves will be able to view and purchase the actual paintings in 

the Denbies Gallery from Tuesday 6th – Sunday 11th October 2020, 10.00am – 
4.00pm . You will find Denbies Wine Estate  at London Road, Dorking,  

Surrey RH5 6AA. There is plenty of free parking. 

Visitors to both the virtual and the physical exhibition will be able to view, 
browse and choose from 100 original works of art – in addition, purchasing  
could not be easier with fast and secure online payment. With the focus this  
year on affordable art, we are also offering free local delivery. If we are 

be unable to exhibit at Denbies because Covid restrictions have changed, our 
exhibition will still be online to view and purchase.

On a note of reassurance, there will be stringent precautions in place at Denbies 
with hand gel dispensers at various points of entry, including entry to the 

exhibition, social distancing, clear signage and the requirement to wear a face 
covering, to ensure everyone’s safety.

Art takes on a completely new dimension and value in such uncertain and  
troubled times – it brings happiness and possesses the ability to uplift,  

intrigue and inspire. We therefore hope you will be able to join us in October, 
whether in person or online.

Many thanks for your support
 Jacky Cowdrey Exhibitions Secretary

Tel: 01737 813942 Email: jackycowdrey@hotmail.com

Jane Anderson Wood Chairman
Tel: 01372 375123 Email: j.andersonwood@gmail.com
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              ABINGER NURSERY  
Whilst our nursery was closed and we 
weren’t able to see each other face to 
face, we managed, like a lot of people, 
to keep in touch virtually.  We were able 
to see some of our lovely Nursery workers 
who still kept us entertained by sharing 
their time with us.  They showed us Easter 
crafts that we could make with our 
mummies and daddies at home, sung 
nursery songs with us and for the older 
children supported us in our learning 
for our next adventure – moving up to 
school.  

We were delighted when the Evelyn Hall 
doors opened once again to welcome 
us back to play together.  Some of us 
returned to enjoy the last few weeks of 
term as we got ready to go to school.  
We settled back in immediately and 
were very grateful to our fantastic 
nursery workers who continued to keep 
us safe whilst still creating an amazingly 
fun atmosphere.

We spent a lot of time outside, hunting 
for bugs, exploring our story stones, 
practicing our hockey skills and getting 
puffed out running many races!  We 
practiced working as a team using 
building blocks and guttering to create 
ramps for some balls.  We also tried out 
our hammering skills using real hammers 
– DIY SOS here we come!  Of course it 
wouldn’t have been right to spend so 
much time outside without building a 
den, so that’s what we did!  And that’s 
where we sat reading some of our 
favourite stories.

Inside we were treated to two different 
role play areas as we thought about all 
the people who had been busy looking 
after our local communities.  We started 
off at the supermarket and moved onto 
the post office.  We then spent some 
time writing thank you letters to people 
who had been kind to us.

As we’d spent so much time at home 
we wanted to share with our nursery 
workers some of the things we’d learnt 
and the list couldn’t have been be more 
diverse! From cool dance moves to new 
cycling skills and even a magic trick 
involving an ear! Of course some of our 
friends stayed at home and although 
we missed them we know they were 
fully involved with the nursery speaking 
face to face virtually and showing and 
telling what they’d been up to.

We really 
are thrilled 
to be 
back and 
l o o k i n g 
forward to 
the year 
a h e a d .  
There are still some spaces left for 
children looking to join this term and 
we’d be very happy to show you round 
our wonderful setting.  If this is something 
you’d like to do please call 07842 978823 
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com  We look forward to meeting 
you!

Kate Fairbrass
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Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 
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Update on behalf of the Trustees of 
The Hut, the Trustees of the Reading 
Room and the partners of Dorking 
Medical Practice. 

As with 
e v e r y 
aspect of 
life, the 
Covid-19 
c r i s i s 

has had an impact on the speed 
with which the Trustees have been 
able to progress their plans for The 
Reading Room and for The Hut, not 
least because the NHS decision 
making processes have of necessity 
had to focus on more urgent priorities 
than the potential relocation of our 
surgery in Westcott.

I reported in April that the doctors at 
Dorking Medical Practice had been 
very clear in their wish to work with 
the Trustees towards the delivery of 
new medical premises in the centre 
of the village and they have certainly 
not lessened their efforts to press 
forward.   The doctors have now 
had funding approved in principle 
by their NHS paymasters to produce 
the required business case for the 
retention of a practice in Westcott.  

Additionally, the relevant NHS 
property manager has been in touch 
with Dorking Medical Practice’s 

architects to see if they can agree 
an outline specification for the size  
of premises which would be 
appropriate given the number of 
patients in and around the village and 
the NHS’s own published intention to 
relocate some services which are 
currently  provided in hospitals into 
local surgeries.  My understanding is 
that they are close to agreement on 
the amount of space which would 
be needed.

The doctors have also commenced 
detailed work on their business case, 
which is heavily reliant on data 
which demonstrates the demand 
for clinical services in Westcott.  All 
NHS surgeries are required to have 
a ‘Patient Participation Group’ 
(“PPG”) to act as a feed-back/
suggestions forum by patients to  
their doctors.  

Dorking Medical Practice’s existing 
PPG had only one member 
resident in Westcott and, at the 
suggestion of the Trustees, a  
call for potential members of a 
‘Westcott sub-PPG’ was helpfully  
put out mid-Covid by Holy Trinity 
Church and by Westcott Village 
Association to their respective email 
lists.  That quickly resulted in the 
successful recruitment by the doctors 
of a ‘Westcott sub-PPG’ specifically 
made up of people living in and 

THE HUT & THE READING ROOM UPDATE
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk
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around Westcott.

The ‘Westcott sub-PPG’ has wasted 
no time in getting to work.  By the  
time this magazine reaches you in 
print, all patients living in Westcott 
who attend any of Dorking Medical 
Practice’s surgeries (including 
Riverbank), and all patients living 
outside Westcott who attend 
Riverbank, will have been asked by 
post or text message to respond to 
a survey put together by the doctors 
with the help of the ‘Westcott sub-
PPG’ to assess the community need 
for a replacement surgery when 
Riverbank closes.  

If the invitation to participate in 
the survey has somehow missed 
you, hard copies are available for 
collection from South Street surgery, 
from Riverbank and from Westcott 
Bakery or can be posted out to 
you by calling the doctors on 01306 
875577 or 01306 881313.  Do please 
respond to this incredibly important 
means of evidencing to the NHS  
just how vital the retention of  
a surgery in Westcott is to the 
village community and do so by 6th 
September, which is the cut-off date.

In the meanwhile, the Trustees have 
now made application through their 
lawyers to merge the two Charities 
which form The Reading Room and 
The Hut.  That process has some time 

to run, and (importantly) does not 
yet include any detailed proposals 
to dispose of the whole or any  
part of either site.  

Once we get to that stage, we will 
need to go through a consultation 
exercise with the village and of 
course such plans as may emerge will 
be entirely dependent on first having 
obtained outline planning permission 
for what is to follow.  

And that is really the next phase in 
the Trustees’ endeavours to maximise 
the community benefit offered by 
the assets under their control.  As, 
with luck, the NHS approvals start to 
firm up and as the doctors therefore 
become able to finance a new 
surgery , the Trustees will feel more 
confident in incurring the costs of 
planning applications and for the 
design of a new Village Hall.  Nothing 
ventured, nothing gained.  It was 
ever thus.

Bernd Ratzke
Chairman, Joint Working Party

THE HUT & THE READING ROOM UPDATE (cont.)
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE
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WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stylish, fabulous headwear for women 
going through chemo/long term hair 
loss. Online at www.suburbanturban.com 
or drop in to the studio, behind the 
Westcott Bakery. Tel: 01306-640123 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1



41

A Photo Album – Then & Now of 
Westcott & Dorking 

On 10th March 
we were treated 
to an eclectic 
show of slides 
derived from our 
own archives 
of Westcott 

Memories, Dorking Newspapers, 
Historic Surrey and Britain from Above  
by John Clachan who had collated 
some 125 photographs.  Wouldn’t  we 
all like to have our photos organised 
on a computer like this? 

It began with a series on people, 
agriculture and places in the 
surrounding  area followed by a few 
on relics of war time.  

The development of transport by road 
and rail followed, including Dorking 
bypass built in 1934 and Mickleham 
bypass, the old buses and some 
steam trains at the station and on the 
railway below Ranmore and finally a 
few classic cars. 

A series of aerial photos reminding 
us of views around Dorking town 
included Cotmandene, St Martins 
Church, well known shops in the town 
and the last market held in the main 
street of Dorking in 1926, concluding 
with a view from the Box Hill Lookout 
over Dorking.

The Rural Westcott series started with 
a map from 1864 before many of the 
houses were built, but showed the 
Church and the village green – with no 
tree in the middle then – the Cricketers 
Pub, Broomfield Park,  Parsonage Lane 
and the village postman and some 
snow covered cottages! 

Steam at Landbarn

Westcott Bus
Chessington Signpost

Last Dorking Market 1926

           WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
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Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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The show was completed with a round 
up of local scenes remembering the 
great storm of 1986, Leith Hill Tower, 
cattle in the fields, some village 
characters and some well known 
houses of long ago.    

Our chairman, Imogen Barker, 
thanked John for a very entertaining 
and interesting display and his efforts 
in preparing it.    

There was no meeting in April and 
subsequent months due to the ‘lock 
down’ but a meeting has been 

tentatively scheduled for Tuesday  
8th September with the AGM (if 
permitted) and is expected to be 
followed by a Talk by Paul Whittle on 
‘America’s Historic East’.  It falls on the 
400th anniversary of the Mayflower 
voyage and a mention of Mullins of 
West Street.      

The Film Show: Britain on Film – Rural 
Life – a historical record of how rural 
life used to be – originally intended 
for May will be rebooked for a date 
in 2021. It has been made by the 
Independent Cinema Office (ICO) 
which has begun making historical 
films about different aspects of life in 
Britain for use by Community Groups 
such as ours.     

Members are encouraged to keep 
an eye open for suggestions on future 
speakers and subjects for talks and to 
keep the committee informed.

Roger Christian

           WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 

Poppies on Ranmore, 
photo by Jacki Moss.
If you have any other 

photos of our beautiful 
local landscape, please 
send them in to editor@

westcottmag.com
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POLICE INFORMATION ABOUT COVID SCAMMING

Some people are receiving fake text messages claiming they’ve been in 
contact with someone who’s tested positive for COVID-19. Be aware of a 
fake SMS text that links to a made-up coronavirus contact tracing service. If 
you follow the link, the site asks for your personal details.

But there’s only one official contract tracing service you can trust, and that’s 
the one being run by the NHS. Its web address is https://contact-tracing.phe.
gov.uk.
 
How to tell if a contact tracing text is real:

NHS Test and Trace might text or call you to warn you if you’ve recently been 
in contact with someone who tests positive for the virus.

You can tell if it’s genuine if it includes a unique ID number. This ID number 
should allow you to log into the official Test and Trace website.

Instead of following any links included in the text, go to the website from your 
web browser and enter the ID number you’ve been given.

You could also check whether the text came from the only number 
dedicated to the NHS tracing service, which is 0300 013 5000. However, there 
are concerns it could be affected by number spoofing. No other messaging 
services are being used to contact people. If you get a message like this on 
WhatsApp, Telegram or Facebook, for example, you can be sure it’s fake.

Be cautious and report suspicious messages
If you do receive a suspect Test and Trace message, report it to Action Fraud. 
The National Cyber Security Centre is also encouraging reporting phishing 
attempts to report@phishing.gov.uk.

Scammers are taking advantage of the pandemic in any way they can to try 
and steal information and money.

Be generally suspicious of any unusual or unexpected messages that ask for 
personal information about you or your friends and family.
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      DORKING MUSEUM
Dorking is a focal point for 
this September’s transatlantic 
commemoration of the 400th 
anniversary of a significant moment in 
history – the sailing of the Mayflower 
for the New World in September 1620 
– although another significant event, 
the coronavirus crisis, may mute 
celebrations a little.

Six Dorking 
r e s i d e n t s 
s a i l e d 
on the 
Mayflower.  
The best 
k n o w n 
of these 
locally is 
shoemaker 
W i l l i a m 
M u l l i n s , 

although his daughter, Priscilla, is 
perhaps more celebrated in the US, 
sometimes known as ‘the mother of a 
nation’.  Their imposing house in West 
Street is the only known surviving home 
of a ‘Pilgrim Father’, an attraction for 
Mayflower tourists from both sides of 
the Atlantic.  

Mullins was not one of the religious 
separatists who initiated the voyage, 
but one of the ‘Strangers’, recruited 
to fund the crossing.  He sailed on 
the Mayflower with his wife, Alice, 
daughter Priscilla, son Joseph and 
servant Robert Carter. The sixth 

Dorking voyager was Peter Browne, 
apprenticed as a weaver in the town 
and possibly related to the Mullins 
family.

For their full story, you are encouraged 
to read the fascinating tale of ‘The 
Weaver, the Shoemaker and the 
Mother of a Nation: The Story of 
Dorking’s Mayflower Pilgrims’ by 
Kathy Atherton and Susannah Horne, 
published by The Cockerel Press, 
available from the Museum online 
bookshop (dorkingmuseum.org.uk) 
and local outlets.

Exhibition: With the Museum currently 
closed, the planned autumn exhibition 
commemorating the anniversary is 
being held over until next year.  A lot 
of work has been going on behind 
closed doors, so it will be well worth  
the wait.  
M u s e u m 
v o l u n t e e r s 
have been 
c r e a t i n g 
r e p l i c a 
seventeenth 
c e n t u r y 
costumes, local saddle maker Julia 
Forsyth a display of 17th century 
shoemaking material and tools, 
and the Dorking Men’s Shed a cross 
section model of the Mayflower and 
its contents (as well as the magnificent 
Mayflower planters seen around the 
town).  

Photo credit - Lois Leyland
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Your local law firm for you, your family and 
your business

Need advice with family or private wealth matters?

dmhstallard.comGuildford | Brighton | Gatwick | Horsham | London

No obligation initial meeting with Samantha or Sara 
(Quote reference DMH Stallard Surrey) - 01483 302345

Samantha Jago
Samantha.Jago@dmhstallard.com

Specialist in relationship breakdown and family law

Sara McGrigor
Sara.McGrigor@dmhstallard.com

Specialist in wills, probate and inheritance tax planning

36 

 

For All Your Fencing 
And Landscaping Needs 

 
 
Fully Qualified, Experienced and 

Insured Since 1986. 
 

Call David Seall on  
07887 766 161 

 
 
 
Mad Horse Copse Farm 
Lognore Lane 
Westcott 
Nr Dorking  
Surrey RH4 3GB 

Local People  •  Local Knowledge  •  Local Experts

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

BUY, SELL OR LET
your property with…

Westcott Ad V3.indd   1 20/02/2018   16:30
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Mayflower model: Meanwhile, Robin 
Cooper and Tom Loftus have devised 
a template for an original Mayflower 
model for children to make.  This will 
be available at the exhibition, but why 
wait?  

Download and print it now from 
w w w . d o r k i n g m u s e u m . o r g . u k /
mayflowermodel.  When completed, 
model-makers are invited to send a 
digital photo of their finished model to 
admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk and 
some of these will be displayed on the 
website.

Dorking ‘Virtual Voyage’:  The Mayflower 
400 website (mayflower400uk.org) has 
lots more about the Mayflower history 
and anniversary events, and about 
Dorking’s role.  In the ‘Virtual Voyages’ 
section, there is a short film about 
Mullins, 17th century Dorking and the 
Mayflower voyage, put together by 
Dorking Town Partnership and Dorking 
Museum and narrated by Kathy 
Atherton. 

Walking in Dorking: The Museum is 
pleased to announce the resumption 
of its programme of guided walks in 
and around Dorking in September.  
There are some changes to take 
account of current conditions: we can 
only take a maximum of six people per 
walk, bookable through our website 
(providing contact details for NHS test 
and trace), and all walkers must wear 
masks.  Details and Covid-
procedures on www.
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/
guided-walks-around-
dorking/. 

The main programme starts with The 
Deepdene Trail (including access to 
the Hope Mausoleum) on 5th and 
6th September, 2pm, £5 per head.  
There will be two Mayflower 400 walks, 
revealing Dorking in the time of William 
Mullins, on 23rd September, 6pm, and 
27th September, 4.30pm, £4 per head.

There will also be a series of free walks 
for Heritage Open Days (10th-20th 
September):

• The Deepdene Trail (including 
access to the Hope Mausoleum): 12th 
and 13th, 
2pm.

• Mayflower 
400 Walk – 
Dorking in 

      DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00
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the time of William Mullins: 12th, 6pm, 
and 13th, 4.30pm.

• Betchworth Castle Tours (including 
access to the Castle enclosure): 13th 
and 20th, 2pm.

• Hidden Dorking Historic Walk: 20th, 
11am.

Dorking Museum currently remains 

closed and other activities are on hold 
whilst plans are put in place to allow 
us to re-open and resume activities 
safely whilst continuing to offer an 
appropriate visitor experience.  

For an update on resumption of 
activities, to read our regularly 
updated blog, to become a member 
or to donate, please visit the website 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.

      DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)

 

WESTCOTT  VILLAGE 
COFFEE  MORNING 

 
 

Hello to all our loyal supporters.  
We hope that you are keeping well  

and enjoying the summer. 
Due to Covid 19 we are still not certain when  

we will hold the next coffee morning,  
so please watch this space in the magazine. 
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LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Renowned for our Premium Grade Certificated Topsoils 
and High Quality Turf, we supply retail customers, 
landscapers as well as trade and wholesale users.

We also sell: •LAWN REPAIR MIXES •TOP DRESSING 
•QUALITY GRASS SEED •SOIL CONDITIONER 

•COMPOST •MULCHES •SELECTED AGGREGATES 
•PEA SHINGLES •SOFT AND HARDWOOD SLEEPERS 

•HARDWOOD LOGS •COAL AND KINDLING  
•ROCK SALT and much more...!

PROBABLY THE BEST 
TOPSOIL & TURF
IN THE SOUTH EAST

Tel: 01306 877540 or buy online at 
www.buryhilltopsoilandlogs.co.uk

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY • 5% DISCOUNT CODE WESCOTT18 

NEW
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NOW!
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         WESTCOTT BAKERY 

Following the announcement of the closure of Westcott Bakery, and the 
retirement of Kam and Meena, a book of memories was put together with 
comments from customers over the years. They received the book and a 
bouquet of flowers back in May but we thought you would like to see this 
picture given the lack of magazine since then.  We would obviously have 
liked to do something more, but they appreciated the gesture under the 
unusual circumstances. They will be sadly missed in the village.

   The first page in the memory book.

  

Kam and Meena receiving 
their memory book 
celebrating 30 years in the 
village bakery.

We’ll miss you
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

 Office: 01306 743001
 Ivor: 07710 117491
 Chris: 07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk
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I am sorry to have to add to the 
news that you’ve read over previous 
months about thefts from sheds but 
bike theft is happening again in the 
village.

It is really helpful if people have a file 
with their serial numbers, photos of 
the bikes, receipts, details like that so 
maybe do it as soon as you get the 

bike, as people often struggle to find that information and it would help to 
reunite you with your property if the bikes do get recovered or if someone is 
trying to sell them on. Also you can get bikes security stamped which may 
deter a prospective thief if you put up a sign to say this has been done.

Keep gates, sheds and garages locked too, and bikes locked up, as anything 
that makes it harder to access them will also help.

Luckily, one of the latest thefts has been returned - the owner spotted it for 
sale online on Facebook Marketplace last week and contacted the seller 
who gave them the frame reference and his 
address - as the frame reference matchedthat of 
the stolen bike the police were contacted and 
they have done the rest. They brought it back 
and are continuing their enquiries with the hope 
of tracing the original thieves (as the seller had 
unwittingly purchased it from someone else).

BIKE THEFTS 
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01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

Ring: 07944 575970
Sales@SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

www.SurreyHillsHeating.co.uk

Dorking based Surrey Hills Heating Ltd specialise 

in servicing, maintenance and repairs of Oil and 

LPG heating systems. Our specialities include:

• Oil and LPG boiler repairs, servicing and 
installation

• Heating system balancing and alterations
• Powerfl ushing to remove sludge
• Boiler replacements
• Hot and cold water system changes
• Installation of pressurised hot water 

systems and shower pumps

   
  

 

  
 

   Surprisingly live-in care is a more affordable option than leaving your own home. Our professional team  
   has a wealth of experience in recruiting the perfect Caregiver for each client, so if you would like to know  
   more, give our friendly team a call.   

 

Bespoke live in care 
Care and Choice Live in Care specialists because “There’s no place like home” 

 

[Cite your source here.] 

Live-in Care is a perfect alternative to residential care – one to one care at home. 

Take a Break- Respite for family members or permanent Caregivers looking for 
cover for holidays or special occasions. 

Home from Hospital -One to one TLC – helping you to settle back at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.careandchoice.co.uk Phone: 01403 339200 Email: info@careandchoice.co.uk  
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     QRMW
Despite the unprecedented situation 
the woodland has flourished and is 
looking lovely - a new pond liner was 
installed during May, not without a 
number of casualties sadly, but with the 
breeding season upon us we hope to 
see more fish in the coming months. We 
could do with a few tench to clear the 
bottom of the pond though, so if you 
are clearing out your ponds do please 
contact Debbie (debbiehornblow@
yahoo.co.uk) we would be delighted 
to take them. Ewhurst resident John 
Rapley was a godsend when he 
arrived on two occasions with bowsers 
full of water to refill the pond in the very 
dry spell of weather. 

Our Great Tits bred in the Post Box again 
this year and all eight of them survived 
and fledged on the 28th May. It was 
an absolute joy to see them hatch and 
grow for the third consecutive year. 

The Memorial Woodland celebrated 
its 6th Anniversary since officially being 
opened on 1st June but of course our 
annual celebration could not take 
place at the woodland due to the 
Covid-19 Pandemic. We will recreate 
it next year in an even bigger and 
better way with the Tree planting and 
Commemoration Service for 6 families 
of ex-servicemen honouring their loved 
ones and a Gospel Choir singing in the 

Woodland.  All are 
welcome so make 
a note in your diaries 
for 5th June 2021!  

In the meantime we are finding other 
ways of raising funds, I have been 
making nesting boxes from wood at 
the woodland which are selling well  
(see the photo) the cost is £5 minimum 
donation for the single boxes and £10 
minimum donation for the three tier 
nesting boxes. Contact Debbie if you 
would like to order one 
(debbiehornblow@
yahoo.co.uk)

It is also uncertain due 
to Covid that we will 
be able to attend the 
usual fairs and shows 
we are booked into this Summer but 
we have to roll with the punches and 
keep everyone safe.  

The woodland is again open for visitors 
24/7 and you are welcome provided 
social distancing and group numbers 
are kept to the guidelines. Bring a picnic 
and sit at one of our new benches 
provided by The People’s Lottery and 
enjoy the tranquillity and birdsong of 
our Memorial Woodland.  If we are not 
there, you can park outside the front of 
the car park, the side gate is open for 
you to enter the woodland.  If we are 
there a cup of tea is always available. 

God bless and keep safe. 

Paul Cooling
Chairman

QRMW
Registered Charity No 1174651 
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  
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           ECO CHALLENGE WESTCOTT
LEARNING TO LIVE DIFFERENTLY

At the time of writing this article the 
measures that have been necessary 
to curb the spread of the coronavirus, 
that have impacted our lives over the 
past months, are continuing to ease.  
By the time of publishing the majority 
of children should be about to return 
to school, but a rise in the number of 
Covid-19 cases could mean we need 
to take action to protect each other 
again – so much is uncertain.

The lockdown has affected us all in 
vastly different ways but has largely 
brought us together, united in the 
focusing on the health and wellbeing 
of family, friends and neighbours.

What can we learn from this that will 
help us face an uncertain future?

Covid-19 is just the lastest in a 
series of infectious diseases to jump 
species from animal to human.  Our 
disrespect of animals and nature 
- the destruction of habitats and 

biodiversity through deforestation, 
mistreatment of animals in intensive 
factory farms, selling wildlife in wet 
markets - creates the conditions for 
new viruses to arise. We are part of 
nature and in harming nature we 
harm ourselves.  

During lockdown many have 
connected with nature in a renewed 
way, appreciating the opportunity to 
get outside and see trees swaying in 
the breeze, feeling the sunshine on 
your face and hearing birdsong.   We 
need to hold on to this appreciation 
of the natural world and grow in our 
understanding that the health of the 
natural world directly affects our own 
wellbeing.

The pandemic has focused our 
attention on the value of human 
relationships and highlighted the 
value of the work done by those we 
have relied upon for our health and 
turned to for our wellbeing in this time 
of crisis – doctors, nurses, carers, refuse 
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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everyone.  This has demonstrated 
how we all have a role to play and 
can decide to be part of the solution. 
The pandemic has helped us open 
our eyes to see that we have become 
addicted to many ‘normal’ activities 
that are harmful for ourselves, other 
people and the planet.  We have 
the opportunity to learn from this and 
transform our way of being to create 
a fairer, more inclusive, sustainable 
and resilient society, that allows all life 
to thrive.  

However, this will not  happen unless 
we all play an active role.  The time is 
now.  We each have a responsibility 
to live in a way that allows all others, 
the world over, to live well.

Jakki Phillips

‘Look at life less selfishly, be nice to 
everyone, help people if you can’ 

Russell Brand ‘Recovery’ 

Our new website has plenty of 
tips for taking action to live more 
sustainably. Please visit www.
ecochallengewestcott.org.uk

         ECO CHALLENGE WESTCOTT (cont.)
collectors, local food producers 
and suppliers, delivery drivers, 
scientists, faith leaders, teachers.  It 
is relationships and gratitude, rather 
than objects, that bring quality to our 
lives.  Our love, respect and care for 
our family, friends, neighbours and 
community is much more important 
than the stuff we buy.

Covid-19 has demonstrated how 
globally interconnected our lives are.  
We are reliant upon people taking 
collective individual action, all over 
the world, by isolating and behaving 
thoughfully, to tackle Covid-19. 

We have witnessed incredible mutual 
support and collaboration between 
individuals and communties to help 
each other out, to try to ensure that 
everyone has the essential supplies 
they need.  The initial panic buying 
has given way to more considerate 
buying - just enough for our immediate 
needs so that there is enough for 
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or email:
partners@bullimores.co.uk

www.bullimores.co.uk

For advice, please call us on:
01306 880880

Tax • Accounts • Probate 
Inheritance Tax & Executorship 

The Safe Pair of Hands

Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved 
legal activity of non-contentious probate 

in England & Wales by the ICAEW

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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NO TIME TO LOSE – a personal 
perspective

I have lived around the Dorking area 
all my life and have always felt a 
deep love for nature, undoubtedly 
strengthened by childhood walks in the 
beautiful Surrey Hills, my grandparents’ 
home-grown fruit and vegetables 
and outdoorsy family holidays in the 
everchanging British weather.  

Until October 2018, when I sat down 
in the middle of the road outside 
Parliament, as part of Extinction 
Rebellion’s Declaration of Rebellion, 
I had always been a law-abiding 
citizen.  I have been fortunate to 
have a loving family and never had to 
struggle for the things I need.   I have 
always tried to live in a responsible 
way but never imagined that one 
day this would lead me to feel I had 
no other option but to engage in non-
violent civil disobedience.  Yet this 
is the position I have found myself in 
over the past two years.  

Why?  Because I have always been 
told to treat other people as I would like 
to be treated.  Our society is engaged 
in activities that are causing terrible 
harm to human, and non-human, life 
on earth.  We are fully aware that 
these activities are destructive, yet we 
continue to engage in them.  It has 
become ‘normal’.  But that does not 
mean it is right.

The climate and ecological 
emergency is not ‘just another 
issue’ on the news.  The science is 
unequivocal.  Our planet is in crisis.  
This is not just about the environment, 
this affects everything.  Extinction 
of species is happening now at an 
alarming rate.  Rising temperatures 
and extreme weather events are 
causing devastation, hunger and 
conflict in many parts of the world.  
Human activity is the cause.  The 
people who are currently suffering the 
most – disproportionately people of 
colour and those affected by poverty 
- are the ones who are the least 
responsible.  It is unjust.

We need to act now to make radical 
changes to our society and urgently 
cut fossil fuel use to reduce carbon 
emissions.  I am human, I am part of 
nature and I act out of love for all that 
I hold dear.  I am privileged, as a result 
of an unjust system.  I feel there is no 
other rational option for me but to take 
part in non-violent civil disobedience 
- in a similar vein to Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King, the Civil Rights Movement 
and the suffragettes - to disrupt the 
status quo and to try to hasten the 
change we urgently need. 

Jakki Phillips

I will be hosting an online talk/
discussion on Extinction Rebellion 
later this month. For more information 
please email:  iamjakki@gmail.com

         ECO CHALLENGE WESTCOTT (cont.)
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remedial roofing
/rɪˈmiːdɪəl ˈruːfɪŋ/ adjective

• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.
      “remedial rooÞng”

Services

ROOF REPAIRS

moss removal, 
repointing & lead-work

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802


    info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk         www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

   Live feed video roof inspections

Search for a word 

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. 
 Recommended by previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via 

customer feedback. 
 Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

Average score

10/10

NEW ROOFS FLAT ROOFS uPVC WORKS

slate & tiled roof 
replacements

traditional felt & GRP 
Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt & 
guttering systems 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
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           DORKING CLIMATE EMERGENCY

  
Dorking Climate Emergency was formed last year with the objectives of firstly 
keeping everyone informed of matters relating to climate change and secondly 
to pressure all councils to declare a meaningful emergency. To this end we are 
a strictly non-party political. Both Surrey County Council and Mole Valley District 
Council declared a climate emergency last year and we now need to hold 
them to their promises.

Surrey’s declaration promised to make the whole County carbon neutral by 
2050. Their recently published document ‘Surrey’s Greener Future’ states how 
they will do this and Dorking Climate Emergency has studied it carefully. There is 
much to welcome – for example reducing carbon emissions across the county 
by 46% in 5 years – but other aspects require serious further consideration. 

Read it for yourself on the Surrey County Council website: www.surreycc.gov.
uk and search for “Surrey’s climate change strategy”. You’ll find our response 
on our website: dorking-climate-emergency.net. Click on the text “Response to 
Surrey County Council’s Climate Change Strategy” near the top of the page. 
We have sent this to all stakeholders and involved Councillors and welcome 
your comments.

Meanwhile, we are looking forward to the time when lock-down restrictions are 
lifted sufficiently so we can get together with the Parish Council and various 
community groups to discuss the consequences of climate change here in rural 
Surrey. We need a plan to mitigate the problems we, as a community, will be 
experiencing and some actions will need to be taken very soon.

If you would like to get involved, please send an email to contact@dorking-
climate-emergency.net or call us on 01306 889278. We’d be delighted to hear 
from you.

Roger Abbott
Dorking Climate Emergency 

web: dorking-climate-emergency.net
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